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News and Announcements 

SHADAC to Study Impact of Minnesota "Provider Peer 

Grouping" System  

The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) was recently awarded a 

grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to study the impact of 

Minnesota’s "Provider Peer Grouping" system, which will measure and 

report on health care provider value -- both risk-adjusted quality and 

cost. Development of this system was an integral part of Minnesota’s 

2008 health reform initiative to contain health care cost growth while 

improving quality of care. The objectives of this study are to provide 

qualitative and quantitative information regarding: 1) the extent and 

manner of use of the Provider Peer Grouping System by payers, and 2) 

the extent of change in consumer choice/utilization of providers. 

SHADAC, led by Deputy Director Julie Sonier, will partner with MDH on 

this 3-year study. 

 

2009 American Community Survey Public-use Data 

Released 

The U.S. Census Bureau has released the public-use microdata sample 

(PUMS) for the 2009 American Community Survey (ACS).  The data 

are available for download at American FactFinder and are also 

available from the IPUMS web site.  SHADAC researchers are 

processing the file and expect to add these estimates to SHADAC's 

Data Center in early December.  SHADAC has also re-processed the 

2008 ACS estimates to include the logical public coverage edits used 

by the Census Bureau for 2009 and will add this to the Data Center at 

that time.  Please contact SHADAC if you have questions or need 

assistance accessing these data. 

 

American Community Survey Data Revisions 

The Census Bureau has released revised public use files for the 2000 

decennial census, the 2003-2005 and 2008 American Community 

Survey (ACS), and the 2005-2007 and 2006-2008 3-year ACS files. 

These revisions are delineated in the published errata and include 
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these housing variables: telephone service (TEL), number of rooms 

(RMSP), number of bedrooms (BDSP), kitchen facilities (KIT), and their 

respective allocation flags. The "speaking a language other than 

English at home" (HHL) variable was also corrected due to the editing 

error.  The IPUMS-USA data extraction system will not have the 

corrected data for another month due to site updates, but they will be 

available from the IPUMS revisions page. 

  

Publications 

Sharon Long Presentations Available  

SHADAC Senior Economist Sharon Long recently presented at two 

events:  

 "Getting Ready for Health Reform in New York: Lessons from 

Massachusetts" at the Twenty-First Annual Symposium on 

Health Care Services in New York:  Research and Practice, 

held on November 3 in New York City.  The event was 

sponsored by the United Hospital Fund and Greater New York 

Hospital Association Foundation.  Dr. Long spoke about what 

New York can expect under national reform based on 

Massachusetts' experience under its 2006 state reform 

initiative.  She discussed the pre-reform similarities between 

the two states and pointed to the likelihood of substantial 

gains in New York under the ACA. 

 "Taking Stock:  Assessing Access to Care for Non-elderly 

Adults on Medicaid," at the Medicaid and CHIP Payment and 

Access Commission (MACPAC) meeting held October 28 in 

Washington DC.  MACPAC was established as part of the 

Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of 

2009 to review Medicaid and CHIP access and payment 

policies and to advise Congress on issues affecting Medicaid 

and CHIP. 

Paper on Enhanced CPS Estimates Released 

Former SHADAC Researchers Jeanette Ziegenfuss and Michael Davern 

have published, "Twenty Years of Coverage:  An Enhanced Current 

Population Survey -- 1989-2008," in Health Services Research (early 

online view; subscription required for full text).  This paper describes 

the time series adjustments used to develop the SHADAC-enhanced 

Current Population Survey (CPS) health insurance coverage estimates 
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available from SHADAC's Data Center.  A summary of these 

adjustments, with information on how to access microdata, is available 

from SHADAC's CPS page. 

 

Paper Comparing ACS to CPS Released 

SHADAC researchers led by Research Assistant Michel Boudreaux have 

published, "Counting Uninsurance and Means-Tested Coverage in the 

American Community Survey: A Comparison to the Current Population 

Survey," in Health Services Research (early online view; subscription 

required for full text).  This paper compares health insurance coverage 

estimates from the American Community Survey (ACS) to the Current 

Population Survey (CPS-ASEC) using age-specific national rates for all 

coverage types and state-level rates of uninsurance andmeans-tested 

coverage.  The research found that, despite substantial survey design 

differences, only modest differences emerge in coverage estimates 

between the surveys. 

 

News from SHARE Grantees 

HSR Special Issue Articles Available Online 

Initial papers from the SHARE special issue of Health Services 

Research, "Using State-Level Evidence to Inform National Policy: 

Research from the State Health Access Reform Evaluation (SHARE) 

Program," are available online through the journal's early view page.  

This special issue, scheduled for hard copy release in February 2011, 

showcases the impact of state health reform initiatives enacted in 

several states across the country and highlights the relevance of these 

initiatives to national reform under the Affordable Care Act.  A 

subscription is required for full access.  Visit the SHARE Awarded 

Grants page for summaries of the SHARE projects. 

 

SHARE Issue Brief on New Mexico's SCI Program 

Released 

The SHARE team led by Cynthia Boddie-Willis at The Hilltop Institute 

has released an issue brief about enrollment in New Mexico's State 

Coverage Insurance (SCI) program.  The brief, "Participation in the 

New Mexico State Coverage Insurance (SCI) Program: Lessons from 

Enrollees," offers key lesson for encouraging small employer coverage 

under the Affordable Care Act (ACS) and describes several lessons 

learned, including the finding that premium subsidies led to increased 

participation in SCI for both individuals and employers. 

http://www.shadac.org/content/cps-info-and-resources#enhanced
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1475-6773.2010.01193.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1475-6773.2010.01193.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1475-6773.2010.01193.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/%28ISSN%291475-6773/earlyview
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/%28ISSN%291475-6773/earlyview
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/%28ISSN%291475-6773/earlyview
http://www.shadac.org/share/awarded-grants
http://www.shadac.org/share/awarded-grants
http://www.shadac.org/publications/participation-in-new-mexico-state-coverage-insurance-sci-program-lessons-enrollees
http://www.shadac.org/publications/participation-in-new-mexico-state-coverage-insurance-sci-program-lessons-enrollees
http://www.shadac.org/publications/participation-in-new-mexico-state-coverage-insurance-sci-program-lessons-enrollees


 

News from the States 

Wisconsin Releases 2009 Health Insurance Coverage 

Estimates 

The Wisconsin Department of Health Services has released a new 

report, "Wisconsin Health Insurance Coverage," providing estimates 

based on the 2009 Wisconsin Family Health Survey.  Results show that 

9% of Wisconsin residents were uninsured at the time of the survey, 

compared to 8% in 2008.  Four percent of children 0-18 years were 

uninsured (unchanged from 2008), and 13% of adults 18-64 years 

were uninsured (up from 11% in 2008). 

 

Utah Atlas of Healthcare Releases Issue on Health 

Utahns 

The Utah Department of Health has released a new issue of the Utah 

Atlas of Healthcare, "Making Cents of Utah's Health Population."  This 

issue provides a profile of healthy Utahns and what keeps them 

healthy.  The Utah Atlas of Healthcare is a publication and online 

reporting resource of the Utah Health Data Committee and the Utah 

Department of Health, Office of Healthcare Statistics. It was founded 

as the public reporting tool for the Utah All Payer Database.  Previous 

publications are available from the Atlas home page. 

 

Visit SHADAC's blog for regular 

updates and commentary 

Read our latest blog posts and encourage your colleagues to stay up-

to-date on SHADAC's resources by signing up for our e-mail list.  These 

updates include our bi-weekly newsletter, webinars on data and 

Affordable Care Act implementation topics, and other resources 

pertinent to state health policy. 

If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page at 

www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance coverage and to 

understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program Office funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and disseminate 

evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit SHARE's web site, 

www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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