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Learn More about Wisconsin’s Eligibility and 

Enrollment Systems -- Webinar on October 

13th 

Join us for an in-depth conversation and virtual tour of 

Wisconsin's eligibility and enrollment system.  This webinar 

will feature Melissa Henderson and Seth Mandel from 

Wisconsin's Department of Health Services, who will lead a 

detailed virtual tour of the state's eligibility and enrollment 

system.  They will explain how the different components of 

this system interact, including the interface with their 

"legacy" system.  The webinar is free and open to the 

public, but pre-registration is required.  Click here for more 

information and to register. 

 

Lynn Blewett to Present Preliminary 

Estimates of Undocumented Immigrants by 

State 

Lynn Blewett will present, "Left Behind: Undocumented 

Immigrants under Health Reform," at NASHP's Annual State 

Health Policy Conference on October 5. This work includes 

preliminary estimates of the number of low-income non-

elderly adults who will be excluded from Medicaid because 

of their immigration status and describes characteristics of 
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these excluded immigrant adults. 

 

American Community Survey Health 

Insurance Estimates Released 

The U.S. Census Bureau has released American Community 

Survey (ACS) health insurance estimates for 2009.  These 

estimates show 2.2 million more uninsured in 2009 

compared to 2008, and represent 15.1% (45.6 million) of 

the U.S. population.  Children's rates of uninsurance 

decreased from 9.7% in 2008 to 9.0% in 2009, reflecting a 

change of about one million fewer uninsured.   

SHADAC hosted a webinar on September 30 to discuss 

these estimates, with comparisons to the Current 

Population Surveys.  Visit the webinar page to view the 

archive and related resources. 

 

Lynn Blewett and Sharon Long Comment on 

the Role of States in Implementation of the 

Affordable Care Act 

SHADAC Director Lynn Blewett and SHADAC Senior 

Economist Sharon Long blogged for Health Affairs on 

September 22, commenting on the important role individual 

states are playing in the implementation of the Affordable 

Care Act (ACA).  Lynn and Sharon point out that states 

have unique opportunities to learn from one another as the 

ACA is implemented over time.  Read Lynn and Sharon’s 

Health Affairs Blog. 
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Publications 

SHADAC Webinar on Health Insurance 

Estimates: Recording Available 

SHADAC hosted a webinar on September 30 to discuss the 

2009 health insurance coverage estimates from the 

American Community Survey (ACS).  The webinar featured 

SHADAC Senior Research Fellow, Joanna Turner, along with 

Brett O’Hara and Jennifer Day from the U.S. Census 

Bureau, who reviewed the estimates and discussed the 

comparison between the ACS and the Current Population 

Survey (CPS).  A recording of the event is available for 

online viewing.  View the recording and access slides and 

other resources for the webinar. 

 

SHADAC Issue Brief Comparing the ACS and 

CPS Released 

SHADAC has released a new brief, "Comparing Health 

Insurance Estimates from the American Community Survey 

and the Current Population Survey." This brief provides and 

introduction for health policy data users to the American 

Community Survey, explains how it differs from the Current 

Population Survey, and provides guidance on issues to 

consider in deciding when to use each survey. 

 

Comparing Federal Surveys Brief Updated 

SHADAC has updated the brief, "Comparing Federal 

Government Surveys that Count the Uninsured," released 

each September by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to 

coincide with the release of health insurance estimates by 

the U.S. Census Bureau.  This brief compares estimates of 
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health insurance coverage from four national health surveys 

sponsored by the federal government, identifies the 

differences in their estimates of uninsurance, and identifies 

common themes. 

 

 

Census Bureau Releases Brief on Trends in 

Kids Coverage 

The U.S. Census Bureau has released a new brief, "Health 

Insurance Coverage of Children Under Age 19: 2008 and 

2009."  This brief uses data from the 2008 and 2009 

American Community Survey to assess trends in coverage 

and non-coverage for children in the United States. The 

brief is co-authored by former SHADAC research assistant 

Annie Mach, who is now an analyst at the Census Bureau. 

 

Chartbook on Uninsured Children Released 

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation has released a new 

chart book, "Uninsured Children: Who Are They and Where 

Do They Live."  This chart book uses data from the 2008 

American Community Survey (ACS) to provide detailed 

state estimates that include: The number of uninsured 

children and the proportion of children who are uninsured 

across and within each state; uninsured rates for children 

with different demographic, socioeconomic and family 

characteristics in each state; and the composition of insured 

and uninsured children in each state. 

 

New Reports from the National Health 

Interview Survey Released 

The National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) has 
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released two reports as part of the Early Release program, 

reflecting January-March 2010. "Health Insurance 

Coverage: Early Release of Estimates from the National 

Health Interview Survey, January-March 2010" provides 

estimates for three types of measures of lack of health 

insurance coverage: point-in-time, anytime in the past 

year, and for more than a year. 

 

"Early Release of Selected Estimates Based on Data From 

the January-March 2010 National Health Interview Survey" 

provides and updates preliminary estimates for 15 selected 

health measures based on new data from the January-

March 2010 NHIS, with comparisons to estimates from the 

NHIS back to 1997. 

 

Health Reform News 

NASHP Introduces Online Clearinghouse of 

Affordable Care Act Implementation 

Resources for States 

The National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP) has 

introduced a new online tool for state officials working to 

implement federal health reform.  The tool, 

www.statereforum.org, is a clearinghouse for state-

developed resources on a variety of health reform 

implementation issues, including insurance exchange 

planning, private market regulation, eligibility system 

simplification and integration, benefit design, and more.  

State officials are encouraged to share their own resources 

at the site and to visit the site to learn from work being 

done in other states.  Visit the site at www.statereform.org, 
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or send them your implementation resources at 

statereform@nashp.org.  

 

Open Data Initiative Webinars 

AcademyHealth is hosting a two-part free webinar series 

with updates on the latest Open Government and Open 

Data activities initiated by the Obama administration.  

Participants will learn about emerging data, applications, 

and opportunities for the research community.  The first 

webinar was held on September 20, and the second webinar 

is scheduled for October 18.  Visit the registration page for 

more information and to sign up. 

 

 

News from the States 

Colorado Uninsurance Comparison Updated 

The Colorado Health Institute (CHI) has updated it's recent 

publication to include estimates from the 2009 American 

Community Survey. "How Do the U.S. Census Bureau's New 

Uninsured Numbers Stack Up Against Other Estimates?" is 

CHI's preliminary analysis of the health insurance estimates 

from the Census Bureau and the Colorado Household 

Survey. 

 

Health Rhode Island Releases Reform Report 

The office of Rhode Island's Lt. Governor Elizabeth Roberts 

has released a new report from the Healthy RI Task Force, 

"Getting National Health Reform Right for Rhode Island."  

The Healthy RI Task Force sought to gain an understanding 

of the actual impact of the Affordable Care Act, and was 
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charged with: identifying new requirements and state-level 

timelines; identifying and analyzing state-level policy 

decisions and choices that must be made; and making 

recommendations regarding state-level policy choices. 

 

 

Does Your State have News? 

If your state has a report or resource of interest, please e-

mail the link to shadac@umn.edu so we may share them in 

our newsletter. 

If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup 

page at www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health 

insurance coverage and to understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at 

www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program Office funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, 

synthesize and disseminate evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For 

more information, visit SHARE's web site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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