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News and Announcements 

Medicaid Eligibility under the ACA Webinar Recording 

Available 

SHARE hosted a webinar on April 14 titled "Medicaid Eligibility 

Determination under the ACA: Challenges for States."  SHARE 

grantee John Czajka discussed the challenges that states face in 

determining Medicaid eligibility under the provisions of the Affordable 

Care Act (ACA), touching on enrollment, income definitions, and the 

application of multiple Federal Medical Assistance Percentages 

(FMAPs).  Dr. Czajka was joined by Karen Gibson, Director of Health 

Care Eligibility and Access at the Minnesota Department of Human 

Services.  Ms. Gibson spoke about the experience of Minnesota, 

which has adopted an early Medicaid expansion for adults permitted 

under the ACA.  

 

Lynn Blewett Presents at Westlake Forum 

SHADAC Director Lynn Blewett presented, "Social Health Insurance 

- US and Access" at the Westlake Forum III conference, Healthcare 

Reform in China and the US: Similarities, Differences and 

Challenges, held on April 10-12, 2011 in Atlanta, GA.  Westlake 

Forum is a series of symposia initiated by Zhejiang Medical 

University and China Medical Board. The purpose of this forum is to 

provide a platform for university academicians and government 

officials to discuss the major health policy issues facing China’s 

healthcare system. 

 

SHADAC Researchers Participate in Health Survey 

Research Methods Conference 

SHADAC Research Assistant Peter Graven presented "Health Care 

Consumer Sentiment Index: Development, Results and Discussion of 

Reform" at the 10th Health Survey Research Methods Conference on 

https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#webinar
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#webinar
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#webinar
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#lynn
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#lynn
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#peter
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#peter
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#rand
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#rand
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#rand
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#cu
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#cu
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#cu
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#ca
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#ca
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#co
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#co
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#md
https://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2346201#md
http://www.shadac.org/blog/block-grants-medicaid-what%E2%80%99s-story
http://www.shadac.org/blog/block-grants-medicaid-what%E2%80%99s-story
http://twitter.com/shadac
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SHADAC/74467643479
http://www.shadac.org/bridging-the-gap
http://us1.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=fd430ede2887b69f99615652d&id=a88a0cc7a6&e=%5bUNIQID%5d
http://www.shadac.org/publications/medicaid-eligibility-determination-under-aca-challenges-states
http://www.shadac.org/publications/medicaid-eligibility-determination-under-aca-challenges-states
http://www.shadac.org/publications/social-health-insurance%0B-us-and-access
http://www.shadac.org/publications/social-health-insurance%0B-us-and-access
http://www.shadac.org/publications/health-care-consumer-sentiment-index-development-results-and-discussion-reform
http://www.shadac.org/publications/health-care-consumer-sentiment-index-development-results-and-discussion-reform
http://www.shadac.org/publications/health-care-consumer-sentiment-index-development-results-and-discussion-reform
http://www.shadac.org/
http://twitter.com/shadac
http://www.facebook.com/pages/SHADAC/74467643479
http://www.shadac.org/bridging-the-gap


April 9 in Peachtree City, GA.  He discussed methods and 

development of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation's Health Care 

Public Perceptions Index. 

Health Reform News 

RAND Assesses How Reform Will Affect Costs and 

Coverage in Five States 

RAND researchers undertook a preliminary analysis of how the 

Affordable Care Act’s key coverage-related provisions would affect 

insurance coverage and state government health care spending in 

five states:  California, Connecticut, Illinois, Montana, and Texas. 

"How Will Health Care Reform Affect Costs and Coverage? Examples 

from Five States," presents results of a microsimulation model 

developed by RAND for the COMPARE (Comprehensive Assessment 

of Reform Efforts) initiative. The model uses publicly available data 

to estimate how various coverage-expansion policies affect the 

number of people who newly obtain and/or change sources of health 

insurance, the types of plans in which they enroll, and changes in 

private- and public-sector spending. 

 

Consumers Union Releases Brief on Consumer 

Perspectives 

In February 2011, Consumers Union held a public forum to discuss 

the importance of making health insurance choices understandable 

for consumers.  Among other things, the session focused on 

consumers’ ability to understand the function of insurance, the 

terminology used by the industry, and calculating out-of-pocket 

costs. The brief, "Making Health Insurance Choices Understandable 

for Consumers," distills the forum discussion into a list of barriers, 

actionable solutions, and evidence gaps as an aid to state regulators, 

federal agencies, policymakers, advocates and insurers. 

 

News from the States 

California Report on Markets Released 

The California HealthCare Foundation released, "California's 

Individual and Small Group Markets on the Eve of Reform." This 
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snapshot, a compilation of data from many sources, provides 

baseline demographics and features of California's individual and 

small group markets. It also examines the size and attributes of 

groups, including the uninsured, that may be prompted to seek or 

shift coverage as health reform is implemented. 

 

Colorado Children's Insurance Status Updates 

The Colorado Health Institute released an update of children's health 

insurance coverage, showing significantly more low-income Colorado 

children are receiving public health insurance benefits than in years 

past. In 2009, the Medicaid and Child Health Plan Plus programs 

were serving 322,000 Colorado children, an increase from 276,000 a 

year earlier. Reasons for the change include expanded enrollment 

efforts and the economic recession. 

 

Maryland Health Reform Model Predicts Costs and 

Savings 

The Hilltop Institute at the University of Maryland Baltimore County 

developed a financial modeling tool that was used to help the 

Maryland Health Care Reform Coordinating Council predict the costs 

and savings of implementing health reform. Described in the 

presentation titled, "Health Reform 2011:  Where are we now?," 

Hilltop utilized this tool to predict that implementing health reform 

will save the state $829 million. 

  

Visit SHADAC's blog for regular 

updates and commentary 

Read our latest blog posts and encourage your colleagues to stay up-

to-date on SHADAC's resources by signing up for our e-mail list.  

These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; webinars on data, 

evaluation, and reporting related to Affordable Care Act 

implementation; and other resources pertinent to state health policy. 
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