
 

News: August 8, 2011 

Headlines 

SHADAC Represented at Joint 

Statistical Meetings 

Census Bureau Announces CPS 

and ACS Release Dates 

Registration Opens for NASHP 

Annual Conference 

SHARE Note Describes 

Modified Adjusted Gross Income 

and Medicaid Eligibility Systems 

Post-Reform Safety-net Systems 

Explored in Research co-

authored by Sharon Long 

New Publication on Affordability 

of Health Insurance Premiums 

Colorado Updates Eligible but 

Not Enrolled Estimates  

Georgia Releases 2011 

Employer Survey Results 

Article on Hispanic Coverage 

Massachusetts Shows 

Disparities 

Our highlighted blogs 

What is MAGI and Why Does It 

Matter? 

Tracking Reform at the State 

Level  

 

 

News and Announcements 

SHADAC Represented at Joint Statistical 

Meetings 

SHADAC researchers Joanna Turner and Michel 

Boudreaux presented at the Joint Statistical Meetings of 

the American Statistical Association, held July 30 through 

August 4 in Miami Beach, FL.   

 SHADAC Senior Research Fellow Joanna Turner 

presented, "Modeling Health Insurance Coverage 

Estimates for Minnesota Counties," based on 

small area estimation conducted for the 

Minnesota Department of Health, Health 

Economics Program. 

 SHADAC Doctoral student Michel Boudreaux 

presented, "Changes to the Imputation Routine 

for Health Insurance in the CPS ASEC," reflecting 

work conducted for the U.S. Census Bureau on 

how missing values for health insurance coverage 

are estimated in the Current Population Survey. 

Census Bureau Announces CPS and ACS 

Release Dates 

The U.S. Census Bureau will release health insurance 

coverage estimates and public use data for the 2011 

Current Population Survey (CPS), representing calendar 

year 2010, on September 13.  Estimates from the 2010 

American Community Survey (ACS) will be released on 

September 22.  This release will include estimates for the 

nation, all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 

every congressional district, every metropolitan area, and 
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all counties and places with populations of 65,000 or 

more.  The release date for the 2010 ACS public use data 

has not been announced. 

 

The Census Bureau plans to release the three-year 

estimates from the 2008-2010 ACS in October; a specific 

date is not yet announced.  This will be the first time that 

the three-year combined estimates will be available for 

health insurance coverage estimates. 

 

Registration Opens for NASHP Annual 

Conference 

The National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP) 

will hold its 24th Annual State Health Policy Conference to 

gain insight into innovative state strategies October 3-5, 

2011 in Kansas City, Missouri.  Registration and 

information is available at this link. 

 

Publications 

SHARE Note Describes Modified Adjusted 

Gross Income and Medicaid Eligibility 

Systems 

In "Modified Adjusted Gross Income: Implications for 

Medicaid Eligibility Systems under the ACA," SHARE 

grantee John Czajka discusses the implications of the 

Affordable Care Act's (ACA) new Medicaid income 

definition - Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI) - for 

state Medicaid eligibility systems.  States will need to tag 

newly-eligible enrollees to receive a higher federal 

medical assistance percentage (FMAP) than the FMAP 

assigned to enrollees who would have been eligible prior 

to the ACA Medicaid expansion. 

 

Post-Reform Safety-net Systems Explored in 

Research co-authored by Sharon Long  

SHADAC Senior Economist Sharon Long co-authored a 
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new article, "Safety-Net Providers After Health Care 

Reform," published today in the Archives of Internal 

Medicine examined data from Massachusetts, finding that 

the number of patients receiving safety-net care 

increased by 31% between 2005 and 2009, and the share 

of uninsured safety-net patients decreased from 35.5% to 

19.9% over the same period. 

 

New Publication on Affordability of Health 

Insurance Premiums 

The SHARE research team led by Principal Investigator 

José Escarce (UCLA) published an article in the new issue 

of Journal of Health Politics, Policy, and Law.  In, 

"Relative Affordability of Health Insurance Premiums 

under CHIP Expansion Programs and the ACA," the 

authors examine premium-contribution requirements for 

children's and family health insurance coverage through a 

combination of Children's Health Insurance Program 

(CHIP) and employer-sponsored insurance in 

Pennsylvania, Illinois, and Washington. 

 

News from the States 

Colorado Updates Eligible but Not Enrolled 

Estimates 

The Colorado Health Institute (CHI) released two updates 

of estimates of the number of people who are eligible but 

not enrolled (EBNE) in public insurance coverage.  

"Colorado Adults’ Health Insurance Status: 2011 update" 

estimates that 39,000 adults without children will become 

eligible for Medicaid in 2014 under the Affordable Care 

Act.  In "Colorado Children’s Health Insurance Status: 

2011 update" CHI estimates that about 78,000 of 

Colorado children were eligible but not enrolled in 

Medicaid or CHP+ programs in 2009 and is a significant 

drop from CHI’s 2008 estimate of 104,000 EBNE children. 
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Georgia Releases 2011 Employer Survey 

Results 

The Georgia Health Policy Center released results from 

the 2011 Georgia Employer Survey showing that less than 

half of small firms in Georgia offer employer-sponsored 

coverage, and that the cost of individual coverage for 

workers grew by more than 60% from 2004 to 2011. 

 

Article on Hispanic Coverage  Massachusetts 

Shows Disparities 

A new article published last week in Health Affairs, 

"Massachusetts’ Health Care Reform Increased Access To 

Care For Hispanics, But Disparities Remain," shows that 

health reform has improved health insurance coverage 

rates for Hispanics in Massachusetts but that language 

barriers lead to disparities.  Insurance coverage rates 

among Hispanics with limited English proficiency are just 

66.6% compared to 78.9% among all Hispanics.  This 

research is based on the 2005 and 2009 Massachusetts 

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System survey and 

was led by researchers from JSI Research and Training 

Institute.  The research was also reported in a Boston 

Globe article on August 4. 
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to state health policy. 

If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page 

at www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance 

coverage and to understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and 

disseminate evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit 

SHARE's web site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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