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News and Announcements 
Lynn Blewett Participates in CCIIO Webinar on Health 

Exchange Planning 

Lynn Blewett presented "Background Research for Designing Insurance 

Exchanges: Data Sources & Modeling Approaches," during a webinar for 

states that have received Affordable Care Act insurance exchange 

planning grants from the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance 

Oversight (CCIIO).  She discussed spreadsheet vs. microsimulation 

approaches and identification of key modeling variables along with the 

appropriate data sources for measuring them.  

SHADAC Participates in HRSA State Health Access 

Program (SHAP) All-Grantee Meeting  

Lynn Blewett and Elizabeth Lukanen participated in the third all-grantee 

meeting of the State Health Access Program (SHAP), held January 12-13 

in Washington, DC.  Lynn and Elizabeth led a workshop on data and 

evaluation, discussing benchmark reporting and the coverage status of 

the undocumented under reform.  Elizabeth presented, "Benchmark 

Reporting - Round Two, " and Lynn presented, "Left Behind: Post Reform 

Coverage Gaps for Undocumented Immigrants."  These and additional 

resources for SHAP grantees are available at SHADAC's SHAP web portal. 

 

Elizabeth Lukanen Featured in HRSA's National 

Leadership Series Webinar 

Elizabeth Lukanen participated in the National Leadership Series (NLS) 

webinar regarding the State Health Access Program (SHAP) on January 

20.  The NLS is a webinar series sponsored by the Health Research and 

Services Administration (HRSA) designed to engage communities in peer-

to-peer learning.  This webinar featured the State Health Access Program 

(SHAP) and focused on SHAP activities in Oregon and Washington. 

 Elizabeth presented, "State Health Access Program (SHAP) - Data and 

Evaluation," during which she discussed SHADAC’s role providing technical 

assistance to the SHAP states and the importance of the SHAP evaluations 

in identifying lessons relevant for state implementation of the Affordable 

Care Act.  Information on the NLS webinar series is available at this link. 

MEPS-IC Small Employer Tables Available  

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) has produced a 

set of Medical Expenditure Panel Survey - Insurance  Component (MEPS-

IC) estimates for the less than 50 and 50-99 100 employee categories. 

 The intent of these tables is to help states determine whether to use the 
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50 or 100 employee cut-off for the definition of eligible small firms in their 

health insurance exchanges.  These tables, available for download in Excel 

format at SHADAC's web site, provide estimates for: enrollee cost 

sharing; employer offer and enrollment; and premiums and employee 

contributions. 

  

Early Release Estimates from the National Health 

Interview Survey 

The National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) has released a new set of 

tables, "Trends in Health Insurance and Unmet Medical Need for persons 

under 65 years of age, in the United States and Selected States from 

2004-June 2010." These 2010 health insurance estimates, released prior 

to final data editing and final weighting, provide access to the most recent 

information from the National Health Interview Survey (NHIS). 

 

Publications 

Payment Reform Article Published in Minnesota Medicine 

SHADAC Deputy Director Julie Sonier and SHADAC Director Lynn Blewett 

have published, "Payment Reform: The Lynchpin of Health Care Reform," 

in the February 2011 issue of Minnesota Medicine.  This article describes 

the steps needed to change the way we pay for health care and efforts 

that are underway both in the United States and Minnesota to test new 

payment models. 

 

AcademyHealth's State Coverage Initiatives Releases 

2011 State of the States Report 

State Coverage Initiatives (SCI) has released the 2011 edition of its 

flagship annual publication, State of the States.  This year's report, titled, 

"Laying the Foundation for Health Reform," provides an in-depth look at 

state health policy activities in 2010 and points to lessons learned in 

various reform areas.  The authors note that states made significant 

efforts to implement the Affordable Care Act despite major budgetary 

challenges and increased demand for public insurance coverage.  

 

NASHP Releases Two Reports on Children 

Two new reports are available from National Academy for State Health 

Policy (NASHP). "Charting CHIP IV: A Report on State Children's Health 

Insurance Programs Prior to Major Federal Policy Changes in 2009 and 

2010" is the fourth comprehensive survey of state Children’s Health 

Insurance Programs (CHIP). The second report, "Children with Special 

Health Care Needs and the ACA: An Analysis and Steps for State 

Policymakers," was developed by NASHP for the Catalyst Center at Boston 

University and reviews and analyzes key provisions of the Affordable Care 

Act (ACA) relevant for children with special health care needs. 
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News from the States 

Ohio Releases 2010 Health Insurance Estimates 

Preliminary results from the Ohio Family Health Survey have been 

released through a presentation titled, "2010 Ohio Family Health Survey 

General Stakeholder Review." The results show that 17.9% of working 

age adults were uninsured, compared to 17.0% in 2008, and 3.7% of 

children were uninsured compared to 4.0% in 2008.  The percent of 

working age adults covered by employer-sponsored insurance declined 

from 63.9% in 2008 to 58.3% in 2010, while Medicaid coverage increased 

from 13.6% to 15.0% in this time period.   

 

Visit SHADAC's blog for regular updates 

and commentary 

Read our latest blog posts and encourage your colleagues to stay up-to-

date on SHADAC's resources by signing up for our e-mail list.  These 

updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; webinars on data, evaluation, 

and reporting related to Affordable Care Act implementation; and other 

resources pertinent to state health policy. 

  

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance coverage and to 
understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and disseminate evaluations 
of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit SHARE's web 
site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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