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News and Announcements 

MEPS-IC 2009 ESI Tables Updated 

SHADAC posted 2009 state-level estimates of employer-sponsored 

insurance (ESI) coverage from AHRQ's Medical Expenditure Panel 

Survey-Insurance Component.  These tables, available for download 

in Excel  and PDF format at SHADAC's web site, provide estimates for 

employer offer of health insurance coverage, employee eligibility and 

take-up, premiums, and enrollee cost sharing for firms with <50, 50 

to 99 and 100+ employees for calendar years 2006, 2008 and 2009.  

These estimates may be be helpful to states in understanding the roll 

of ESI in their state. 

 

RWJF Releases Cost-Sharing Report 

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) released a new 

Synthesis report with associated brief titled, "Cost-Sharing:  Effects 

on Spending and Outcomes."  This synthesis examines how cost-

sharing affects the use of services, whether some patients are more 

sensitive to cost-sharing than others, and whether reduced use of 

services as a result of cost-sharing has an effect on health outcomes. 

This report is useful for states when factoring in whether and how 

cost-sharing could be used to reduce the rate of growth of health 

care spending. 

 

More 2010 NHIS Early Release Estimates 

The National Center for Health Statistics released another set of 

health insurance coverage estimates from the 2010 National Health 

Interview Survey (NHIS).  This table package, part of the Early 

Release program, provides health insurance coverage status, 

coverage type, and selected characteristics, for persons of all ages 

from January-June 2010, as well as for ages 0-18, 19-64, and 65 
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years and older.  These 2010 estimates, released prior to final data 

editing and final weighting, provide access to the most recent 

information from the NHIS. 

 

SHADAC is Hiring 

We are pleased to announce several new employment opportunities 

for analysts at SHADAC and the Minnesota Population Center.  Please 

visit our employment opportunities web page for information on 

these openings, and we invite you to share this information within 

your network.  

  

Publications 

Free Access for SHARE HSR Special Issue  

The February 2011 SHARE-sponsored special issue of Health Services 

Research (HSR) now has free access to the full text for 60 days. The 

special issue, "Using State-Level Evidence to Inform National Policy: 

Research from the State Health Access Reform Evaluation (SHARE) 

Program," includes eight articles that present and analyze findings 

from the first round of SHARE-funded research.  The special issue 

highlights the relevance of these first-round findings to federal 

reform under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). 

 

If you do not have a subscription to HSR, you can view the February 

2011 SHARE special issue by signing up for a free, 60-day online trial 

of HSR.  Here's how:  

1. Log into Wiley Online Library.  (If you haven't already 

registered, you can register here.)  

2. After logging in, go to the trial access page within your 

profile.  

3. Enter the trial access code - HSR60 - in the dialog box, and 

click "submit code." 

When you have successfully submitted your trial access code, you will 

see a confirmation. If you have questions about the 60-day trial, 

please contact Carrie Au-Yeung at SHARE (butle180@umn.edu). 
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News from SHARE Grantees 

SHARE Brief Evaluates Target Efficiency of 

Wisconsin's ACCESS Internet Portal 

Researchers at the University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute 

released additional findings from their SHARE-funded study of on-line 

eligibility and enrollment system in Wisconsin's BadgerCare Plus 

program.  Their new brief, "The Target Efficiency of Online 

Medicaid/CHIP Enrollment: An Evaluation of Wisconsin's ACCESS 

Internet Portal," analyzes which socioeconomic groups tend to use 

ACCESS, whether ACCESS is effective in attracting applicants who 

are actually eligible, and to what extent ACCESS facilitates 

application and enrollment into other social programs.  ACCESS 

demonstrates that a well-designed, easily accessible on-line 

enrollment system can encourage high program take-up. 

  

News from the States 

California Health Interview Survey Releases 2009 

Data 

The UCLA Center for Health Policy Research released estimates from 

the 2009 California Health Interview Survey (CHIS).  The estimates 

are described in the brief, "Two-Thirds of California’s Seven Million 

Uninsured May Obtain Coverage Under Health Care Reform."  Data 

from the 2009 CHIS are also being released for public use.  The data 

can be examined by state, region and county at www.askchis.com, 

the survey's free, easy-to-use online data search tool. (A tutorial on 

how to use the search tool is also available.)  

 

Maryland Releases Report on Coverage Estimates 

The Maryland Health Care Commission has released the report, 

"Health Insurance Coverage in Maryland through 2009."  Based on 

data from the Current Population Survey, the report shows that 

14.5% of the State’s non-elderly population was uninsured in 2008-

2009. This rate shows continuted stability in the uninsurance rate 
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over time, despite the effects of the recession. Seven percent of 

children were uninsured in 2008-2009. 

Visit SHADAC's blog for regular 

updates and commentary 

Read our latest blog posts and encourage your colleagues to stay up-

to-date on SHADAC's resources by signing up for our e-mail list.  

These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; webinars on data, 

evaluation, and reporting related to Affordable Care Act 

implementation; and other resources pertinent to state health policy. 

  

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance coverage and 

to understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and disseminate 

evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit SHARE's web site, 

www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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