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News and Announcements 

SHARE Special Issue of HSR Released, Highlighted by 

RWJF 

The February 2011 SHARE-sponsored special issue of Health Services 

Research has been released, and article abstracts and full text links 

are available on the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) 

website. The special issue is titled "Using State-Level Evidence to 

Inform National Policy: Research from the State Health Access 

Reform Evaluation (SHARE) Program," and includes eight articles 

that present and analyze findings from the first round of SHARE-

funded research.  The special issue highlights the relevance of these 

first-round findings to federal reform under the Affordable Care Act 

(ACA), which incorporates several coverage expansion strategies 

pioneered at the state level and under which states are likely to 

continue to play a significant role in providing health insurance 

coverage.  

 

IHIS Updated with 2009 National Health Interview 

Survey Data; New Online Tabulator 

The Integrated Health Interview Series (IHIS) now has data available 

from the 2009 National health Interview Survey (NHIS).  IHIS 

includes annual survey data from 1969 to 2009 and over 7,000 

consistently-coded variables covering a wide variety of health topics. 

 IHIS data are distributed for free over the Internet 

at www.ihis.us where users can create a customized data extract 

containing the years and variables needed for their research.   

IHIS has also released an online tabulator that allows users to run 

estimates without downloading data.  The online tabulator is 

especially useful for creating frequency and tabulation tables, 

calculating means, and significance testing.  IHIS is a joint project of 

SHADAC and the Minnesota Population Center. 

 

National Health Policy Conference 

Several staff from SHADAC and SHARE will attend AcademyHealth's 

National Health Policy Conference on February 7-8 in Washington, 

DC.  Look for them at the conference and join them at the State 
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Health Research & Policy Interest Group Policy Breakfast on Tuesday, 

February 8, 7:00 a.m.-8:45 a.m. 

 

Publications 

Ron Deprez Releases Findings on Vermont's Reforms 

SHARE grantee Ron Deprez has released a new issue brief that 

presents key findings from his two-year comprehensive evaluation 

examining the impact of Vermont’s 2006 health reforms: ―Achieving 

Universal Coverage through Comprehensive Reform: The Vermont 

Experience – Evaluation Results.‖  Dr. Deprez and his co-authors find 

that Vermont’s reform programs have led to increases in coverage, 

that premium subsidies have encouraged take-up among lower-

income groups in the state, and that outreach efforts have been 

critical in promoting take-up among those who were already eligible 

for public coverage but not enrolled.  The authors also observe that 

enrollment growth in the state’s Catamount Health program has been 

hampered by churning, and they warn that the state’s Catamount 

Fund is unsustainable as currently financed. 

 

Mark Hall Publishes Section 125 Analysis inInquiry 

SHARE grantee Mark Hall has published a paper in the Fall 2010 

issue of Inquiry about his SHARE-funded analysis of Section 125 

plans. The article,―Paying for Individual Health Insurance Through 

Tax-Sheltered Cafeteria Plans,‖ details the use of Section 125 

cafeteria plans to purchase individual insurance on a pre-tax basis.  

Hall and co-author Amy Monahan note that, prior to the passage of 

the Affordable Care Act (ACA), these plans didn’t garner much 

interest due to legal ambiguity associated with state small-group 

reform laws, federal restrictions on medical underwriting, and 

HIPAA’s nondiscrimination requirements. ACA reduces some—but not 

all—of this legal uncertainty, and Hall and Monahan urge federal 

regulators to clarify the issue.  Click here to view the article 

abstract.  (Subscription required for full access.)   

 

The authors released a related issue brief in January 2009, "Section 

125 Plans for Individual Insurance and HIPAA’s Group Insurance 

Provisions." 

 

David Idala: Interagency Data-Sharing Brief 

SHARE grantee David Idala has released a new issue brief detailing 

findings from his SHARE-funded study of Maryland’s Kids First Act of 

2009. The brief,―Overcoming Interagency Data-Sharing Barriers: 

Lessons from the Maryland Kids First Act,‖ details Maryland’s 

experience implementing the 2009 law, which allows the state to use 

income tax information to identify uninsured children who are eligible 
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for Medicaid/CHIP.  The brief focuses on the data-sharing issues that 

arose between Maryland’s Medicaid and tax agencies during 

implementation, exploring how these issues were resolved and 

offering a series of lessons learned about state-specific legal barriers 

to data-sharing. Idala and his co-authors also discuss the new tax-

based outreach opportunities that exist under the Affordable Care Act 

(ACA), which makes federal tax return information available for use 

in state Medicaid/CHIP outreach.  

 

State Data Spotlight on North Carolina Released 

SHADAC has released a new State Data Spotlight, "The North 

Carolina Health Professions Data System."  This spotlight describes 

the North Carolina Health Professions Data System (HPDS), one of 

the most comprehensive health professions databases in the country, 

as well as one of the few that is continuously maintained.  The State 

Data Spotlight series highlights states’ unique data tools, datasets, 

and uses of existing data systems. The series aims to provide 

information and insight on methods that can be applied in other 

states. 

News from the States 

Connecticut Reform Recommendations Published 

The Connecticut SustiNet Health Partnership Board of Directors has 

released "Report to the Connecticut General Assembly."  This report 

provides recommendations for future legislation to ensure that the 

state's Sustinet can be implemented in conjunction with the 

Affordable Care Act without increasing state spending. The 

recommendations include several policy features to expand 

coverage, slow cost growth, and improve quality. 

 

Visit SHADAC's blog for regular 

updates and commentary 

Read our latest blog posts and encourage your colleagues to stay up-

to-date on SHADAC's resources by signing up for our e-mail list.  

These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; webinars on data, 

evaluation, and reporting related to Affordable Care Act 

implementation; and other resources pertinent to state health policy. 
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