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News and Announcements 

New SHADAC Report on Tracking Impacts of 

the Affordable Care Act 

 A new SHADAC report provides a framework for 

measuring the impacts of the Affordable Care Act in 

California, along with recommended data sources for 

tracking the impacts over time.  "A Framework for 

Tracking the Impacts of the Affordable Care Act in 

California" focuses on measuring the impact of health 

reform in three areas: health insurance coverage; 

affordability and comprehensiveness of health insurance 

coverage; and access to health care services.  The 

report’s measurement framework, assessment of existing 

data sources, and identification of gaps in existing data 

can also inform efforts to monitor the impacts of the ACA 

at the national level and in other states. The report was 

supported by a grant from the California HealthCare 

Foundation. 

 

Webinar: Coordinating State 

Implementation of the Affordable Care Act 

StateRefor(u)m, an initiative of the National Academy for 

State Health Policy (NASHP) and the Robert Wood 

Johnson Foundation, will host a webinar, "Keeping All the 

Plates Spinning: Coordinating State Implementation of 

the Affordable Care Act" on July 19, from 3:00-4:30 PM 

(EDT).  NASHP executive director Alan Weil will moderate 

a panel of state officials, and the group will discuss 

coordinating health reform efforts across agencies, 

developing resources, and modifying state laws and 

policies in preparation for 2014. 
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2010 NHIS Data Released 

The National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) has 

released public use data for the 2010 National Health 

Interview Survey (NHIS). Survey documentation and data 

are available at this link.  A quick look at health insurance 

coverage estimates, including estimates for 20 most 

populous states, is available in NCHS's recent release, 

"Health Insurance Coverage: Early Release of Estimates 

From the National Health Interview Survey, 2010." 

 

The Integrated Health Interview Series (IHIS) expects to 

offer a harmonized version of the 2010 file in late August 

or early September.  IHIS is a collaborative effort 

between SHADAC and the Minnesota Population Center to 

harmonize and document historical NHIS public use data.  

 

Publications 

State-Level Fact Sheets Available for ESI 

Coverage Trends Report 

SHADAC released a report on June 21 "Trends in U.S. 

Employer-Sponsored Health Insurance" showing that 7.3 

million people lost employer-sponsored insurance (ESI) 

coverage over the past decade, and examining trends in 

ESI at the state and national levels and the factors that 

influence ESI.  The report and is accompanied by state 

fact sheets that have been widely cited since the report 

was released.  States may find these factsheets to be a 

useful resource as they assess ESI trends in their states.  

 

SHADAC Summarizes State-Level Data in 

MACPAC Reports 

SHADAC's tabular summary of the state-level data and 

information included in MACPAC’s 2011 reports to 

Congress is a quick reference tool for state analysts and 

policymakers regarding state-level information about 

Medicaid/CHIP enrollment, spending, benefit levels, and 

managed care status. 
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SHADAC Releases Reform Survey 

Workgroup Report 

SHADAC assembled a State Survey Reform Workgroup in 

the fall of 2010 to share information between states that 

are considering how state health surveys can best capture 

progress on national and state health reform efforts. This 

workgroup report provides a summary of the workgroup 

membership and activities, and provides results from a 

brief survey conducted among workgroup members.  If 

your state has done or plans to do a survey and you’d like 

to participate in this workgroup, please contact Kathleen 

Call at 612-624-4802 or callx001@umn.edu. 

 

News from the States 

Massachusetts Releases Report on Health 

Expenditures 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts released 

"Massachusetts Health Care Cost Trends: Trends in 

Health Expenditures."  This report documents the major 

trends in total health care spending for care covered by 

fully insured and self-insured comprehensive private 

health plans in Massachusetts from 2007 to 2009, as well 

as trends in Medicare and MassHealth (the 

Commonwealth’s Medicaid program) spending from 2007 

to 2008. 

 

Minnesota Health Access Survey in 

Shutdown Mode 

The budget impasse in the Minnesota Legislature has 

resulted in a state government shutdown effective July 1.  

SHADAC Investigator Kathleen Call collaborates with the 

Minnesota Department of Health using a grant from the 

State general fund to conduct the biannual Minnesota 

Health Access Survey.  This work has ground to a halt 

and cannot resume until state employees are back to 

work.  Read Lynn Blewett's blog entry on this topic for 

additional perspective on the situation and the impact at 

SHADAC.   
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Rutgers Releases Report on Immigrant 

Access in New Jersey 

The Rutgers Center for State Health Policy released 

"Health, Coverage and Access to Care of New Jersey 

Immigrants."  This chartbook uses data from the 2009 

New Jersey Family Health Survey to compare the state’s 

foreign-born population to U.S.-born New Jersey 

residents on a number of key indicators:  demographic 

and socioeconomic status, health status, health insurance 

coverage, and health care access. 

 

Oregon Study Shows Impact of Medicaid 

Expansion 

A new working paper, "The Oregon Health Insurance 

Experiment:  Evidence from the First Year," is the first 

study to evaluate the impact of insuring the uninsured in 

the U.S. using a randomized controlled trial.  The 

researchers have found that expanding low-income 

adults’ access to Medicaid substantially increases their 

health care use in appropriate settings, reduces their 

financial strain, and improves their self-reported health. 

This study is being conducted by researchers from 

Harvard School of Public Health, Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology, the National Bureau of Economic 

Research, and Providence Health & Services. 

Visit SHADAC's blog for regular 

updates and commentary 

 Read our latest blog posts 

 Forward this email to a colleague 

 Follow @shadac and @LynnBlewett on Twitter 

 Invite your colleagues to stay up-to-date on 

SHADAC's resources by signing up for our e-mail list 

These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; webinars 

on data, evaluation, and reporting related to Affordable 

Care Act implementation; and other resources pertinent 

to state health policy. 
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If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page 

at www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance 

coverage and to understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and 

disseminate evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit 

SHARE's web site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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