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News and Announcements 

Kathleen Call Discusses Wireless Substitution 

In an "Expert  Alert" video prepared by the University of 

Minnesota, SHADAC investigator discussed the significance 

of wireless substitution and the state-level estimates of 

wireless-only households now available from the National 

Center for Health Statistics.  SHADAC researchers 

participated in the development of these state-level 

estimates. 

MEPS-IC Estimates Released 

The 2010 Medical Expenditure Panel Survey Insurance 

Component (MEPS-IC) tables have been released on the 

MEPS Website. State-specific spreadsheets are also posted 

on the site, including some recent additions to the state 

tables.  Access the MEPS-IC tables 

 

MEPS also released an Excel file with MEPS-IC national and 

state-level estimates for 2010 private-sector 

establishments broken out by purchased versus self-

insured plans and firm size. This spreadsheet is available 

upon request to the MEPS Project Director at 

MEPSProjectDirector@ahrq.hhs.gov. 

 

Publications 

SHADAC Releases Brief of State-level 

Coverage Estimates 

SHADAC released "State-Level Health Insurance Coverage 

Estimates from the 2009 American Community Survey."  
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This brief provides state-level estimates of health insurance 

coverage by age and income from the American 

Community Survey (ACS).  The maps and tables provide 

state-level estimates for the nonelderly population (age 0 

to 64), children (age 0 to 18), and nonelderly adults (age 

19 to 64). Within each age group, we also present separate 

estimates for the low-income population (people with 

family incomes below 200 percent of federal poverty 

guidelines). 

 

Federal Reform Resources 

HCFO Releases Brief on Pricing Individual and 

Small Group Insurance under the ACA 

Changes in Health Care Financing and Organization (HCFO) 

released a new brief, “Considerations related to Pricing 

Individual and Small Group Health Insurance under Health 

Reform.”  The brief is based on the outcomes of an April 

2011 meeting between researchers, policymakers, insurers, 

actuaries, and analysts to discuss the Affordable Care Act’s 

multiple provisions related to rates and risk, which are 

expected to affect the pricing of insurance in the individual 

and small group markets.  Key discussion topics included 

the composition of risk pools, risk adjustment, and risk 

corridors and reinsurance. 

HHS Releases Draft Rules on Exchanges, CO-

OPs 

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

released draft rules on the implementation of Consumer 

Operated and Oriented Plan (CO-OP) program under the 

Affordable Care Act.  This program will fund the creation of 

CO-OPs to offer qualified health plans in insurance 

exchanges.  HHS has also issued proposed rules for the 

establishment of health insurance exchanges themselves—

marketplaces where individuals and small businesses can 

shop for health insurance starting in 2014. 
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New Brief from Milliman on CO-OPs: 

Challenges and Opportunities 

The actuarial consulting firm Milliman has released a 

briefing paper on the Affordable Care Act’s health insurance 

Consumer Operated and Oriented Plans (CO-OPs).  The 

paper, “Health insurance CO-OPs: Challenges and 

opportunities,” discusses the organizations that are most 

likely to create CO-OPs, the challenges to developing CO-

OPs, and areas where CO-OPs can help improve quality and 

reduce costs.  The paper highlights challenges in the form 

of high start-up costs and a lack of data to establish initial 

premium rates but points out the possibility of using 

purchasing arrangements among noncompeting CO-OPs to 

create economies of scale that would increase the 

competitiveness of CO-OPs in the insurance marketplace. 

 

News from the States 

Oregon Releases 2011 Uninsurance Estimates 

The Oregon Health Authority (OHA) released initial results 

from the 2011 Oregon Health Insurance Survey (OHIS), 

estimating that 14.6% (560,000) of all Oregonians lack 

health insurance coverage. Survey results estimate that 

5.6% of Oregon’s children are uninsured. 

Visit SHADAC's blog for regular 
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These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; webinars 

on data, evaluation, and reporting related to Affordable 

Care Act implementation; and other resources pertinent to 

state health policy. 

If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page 

at www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance 

coverage and to understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and 

disseminate evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit 

SHARE's web site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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