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News and Announcements 

Lynn Blewett Presents at Disparities Roundtable 

SHADAC Director Lynn Blewett presented, "Immigrants’ access to care under 

the Affordable Care Act: The role of states in addressing coverage gaps," at 

the University of Minnesota School of Public Health's symposium, Accelerating 

the Future:  The Changing Face of Health in America, held April 19 in 

Minneapolis, MN.  This symposium sought to address causes of health 

disparities and explore policy and practice strategies to reduce these 

disparities.  Other presenters included Jose Pagan, PhD, of the University of 

North Texas Health Science Center at Forth Worth, Durado Brook, MD, of the 

American Cancer Society, and David Perdue, MD, of the American Indian 

Cancer Foundation.  SHADAC research assistant Jessie Kemmick-Pintor served 

as moderator for the symposium. 

 

Updated State-level Wireless Substitution Estimates 

Released 

The National Center for Health Statistics has released the report, "Wireless 

Substitution: State-level Estimates From the National Health Interview 

Survey, January 2007-June 2010," which provides updated model-based 

state-level estimates of the percentage of adults and children living in 

wireless-only households (having a cell phone but no landline).   State-level 

estimates of wireless-only adults for July 2009-June 2010 ranged from 12.8% 

(Rhode Island and New Jersey) to 35.2% (Arkansas), and the magnitude of 

the increase from 2007 to 2010 was lowest in New Jersey (7.2 percentage 

points) and highest in Arkansas (14.5 percentage points). 

 

Welcome Lacey Hartman 

SHADAC is pleased to announce that Lacey Hartman has joined our staff as a 

Senior Research Fellow.  Lacey has extensive experience conducting state 

health policy analysis using a wide variety of data sources. Most recently, 

Lacey was Research and Policy Director at Portico Healthnet, a Minnesota 

nonprofit that helps uninsured Minnesotans access affordable health coverage 

and care. Previously, she was a Senior Research Scientist in the Health 

Economics Program at the Minnesota Department of Health.  At SHADAC, 

Lacey will be working on developing state-level measures to monitor progress 

toward improved health care and health of the population. 
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Health Reform News 

HCFO Releases Brief on State-Specific Medical Loss Ratio 

Changes in Health Care Financing & Organization (HCFO) released new 

findings in the brief, "Regulating the Medical Loss Ratio: Implications for the 

Individual Market,"  examining how the minimum medical loss ratio (MLR) 

provisions of the Affordable Care Act will impact the individual market for 

health insurance.  Researchers Jean Abraham, PhD, and Pinar Karaca-Mandic, 

PhD, of the University of Minnesota, sought to provide state-level estimates of 

the size and structure of the individual market for health insurance and to 

investigate the impact of the new MLR regulation. 

 

Michigan's Center for Healthcare Research and 

Transformation Releases ACA Guide 

The Center for Healthcare Research and Transformation (CHRT) at the 

University of Michigan released the brief, "Guide to State Requirements and 

Policy Choices in the Affordable Care Act," summarizing major requirements 

and policy choices for states between now and 2014.  It also includes a list of 

resources relating to major components of the ACA. 

 

Urban Institute Report Examines Multi-State Exchanges 

In a new report from Urban Institute with support from the Robert Wood 

Johnson Foundation, researcher Linda Blumberg, PhD, identifies and discusses 

the potential advantages of multi-state exchanges.  In "Multi-state Health 

Insurance Exchanges," Blumberg observes that multi-state exchanges could: 

offer significant administrative economies of scale; make logistical sense in 

large metropolitan areas that cross state lines; promote risk-pooling across 

state boundaries; and stabilize risk pools in low-population states.  

News from the States 

Georgetown Report Highlights Exchange Lessons from 

Massachusetts and Utah 

Researchers at Georgetown University's Health Policy Institute evaluated 

health insurance exchanges in Massachusetts and Utah and identified key 

lessons for other states.  The report, “The Massachusetts and Utah Health 

Insurance Exchanges: Lessons Learned,” focuses on questions of plan quality 

and choice, affordability of coverage, and of enrollment, and the authors 

identify several lessons for other states. 

 

The Manhattan Institute Releases Report on Market-Based 

Exchange in New York 

The Manhattan Institute released a report, "Building a Market-Based Health-

Insurance Exchange in New York," conducted with support from New York 

State Health Foundation.  Their analysis provides an overview of a market-

based exchange in New York State, arguing that the exchange should function 

as a clearinghouse for all qualified health plans. Its recommendations include 

greater flexibility in insurance design, an expansion of age-banding to allow 

lower cost plans for younger and healthier enrollees, and a defined 

contribution mechanism for small businesses. 
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Visit SHADAC's blog for regular updates 

and commentary 

 Read our latest blog posts 

 Forward this email to a colleague 

 Invite your colleagues to stay up-to-date on SHADAC's resources by 

signing up for our e-mail list.  

These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; webinars on data, evaluation, 

and reporting related to Affordable Care Act implementation; and other 

resources pertinent to state health policy. 

  

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance coverage and to understand 

factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and disseminate evaluations of state 

health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit SHARE's web site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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