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Announcements 

Sign up for Webinar on CO-OP Health Plans 

The next SHARE webinar, "CO-OP Health Plans: Can They Help Fix Rural America's Health 

Insurance Markets?" will be held on October 19, 2011, from 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm (EDT).  Dr. 

Andrew Coburn, Research Professor at the University of Southern Maine's Muskie School of 

Public Service, will discuss the Consumer-Operated and Oriented Plan (CO-OP) program 

authorized under the Affordable Care Act.  He will discuss the CO-OP program legislation, 

identify the challenges to obtaining private health insurance in rural areas, and assess the 

opportunities and challenges of using the CO-OP program to address the limitations of the rural 

private health insurance market.  SHARE is co-hosting this webinar with the Rural Assistance 

Center (RAC), a rural health and human services information portal funded through HRSA's 

Office of Rural Health Policy and located at the University of North Dakota Center for Rural 

Health.   Register now for this webinar. 

 

Small Area Health Insurance Estimates Released 

The Census Bureau released new small area health insurance estimates (SAHIE).  These new 

estimates for 2008 and 2009, based on the American Community Survey, provide county-level 

estimates by age, sex, and income categories, including poverty breaks at 138%, 200%, 

250%, and 400%.  Visit the SAHIE web page to view interactive maps, tables, and download 

the estimates. 

 

IHIS Updated with 2010 NHIS Data 

The Integrated Health Interview Series (IHIS) added data from 2010 and from historical data 

files for 1963-1968, and incorporated many more variables, bringing the total to over 12,000 

variables on health behaviors, health conditions, and health care access and use.  IHIS is a 

joint project of researchers at the School of Public Health and the Minnesota Population Center 

at the University of Minnesota, headed by Principal Investigator Professor Lynn Blewett.  IHIS 

provides free access, via the Internet, to consistently-coded data from the U.S. National Health 

Interview Survey, making it easy for researchers to study U.S. health and health care across a 

half century of dramatic change. 

 

SHADAC Releases Washington State Data Spotlight 

SHADAC released a new State Data Spotlight, Washington State County-Level Population 

Estimation Model.  This spotlight describes an estimation and projection model that can be used 

to predict county-level population estimates for 2010 through 2020.  State Data Spotlight is a 

SHADAC series highlighting states’ unique data tools, datasets, and uses of existing data 

systems. The series aims to provide information and insight on innovations that can be applied 

in other states. 

 

Resources 

State Medicaid Policy Resources Available 

Community Catalyst has published three new policy resources for states. Medicaid Report Card: 

Lower Costs, Better Care provides customized list of policies that states could enact to reduce 

costs while maintaining or even improving patient care. Medicaid Payment Reform Toolkit 

includes state savings estimates, model legislation, and other resources to help you advocate 

for this type of smart payment reform in your state. Medicaid Defense Toolkit is updated with 

lessons from several states and provides tools to fight Medicaid cuts and introduce the most 

promising alternatives. 

  

News from the States 

Colorado Data Conference Archive Available 

The Colorado Health Institute co-sponsored the tenth Culture of Data Conference, held October 

7 in Arvada, Colorado.  This event was designed to promote understanding of the role data 

plays in policy development, program design and implementation and assessment. This year's 

conference focused on information technology, the benefits and challenges of utilizing 
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technology to address the health of communities. 

 

Illinois Marketplace Report Release 

A new report prepared by Deloitte, "Review of the Current Illinois Health Coverage Marketplace: 

Background Research Report," to inform policy and operational decisions impacting 

development of the state's Exchange.  The report presents findings on health insurance 

coverage, the marketplace, affordability, and market projections. 

 

Michigan Releases Brief on ACA Effects on Employers 

The Center for Healthcare Research and Transformation (CHRT) released "The Affordable Care 

Act and its Effects on Midsize and Large Employers." This brief describes the provisions of the 

Affordable Care Act and how each is relevant to these employers, providing context within the 

employer and population characteristics of Michigan. 

 

New Jersey Releases Kids Dental Access Estimates 

The Rutgers Center for State Health Policy released a new issue of Facts & Findings, "New 

Jersey Children without Dental Services in 2001 and 2009."  Based on findings from the 2009 

New Jersey Family Health Survey, this issue shows that dental care access for New Jersey 

children with health coverage improved between 2001 and 2009 but gaps in access to dental 

care remain, as the percentage of uninsured children who went without dental care increased in 

2009.  Minority children were consistently less likely to see a dentist, and about half of children 

below the federal poverty level received no dental care. 

 

Visit SHADAC's blog for regular updates and 

commentary  

 Read our latest blog posts 

 Forward this email to a colleague 

 Follow @shadac and @LynnBlewett on Twitter 

 Invite your colleagues to stay up-to-date on SHADAC's resources by signing up for our e-

mail list 

These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; webinars on data, evaluation, and reporting 

related to Affordable Care Act implementation; and other resources pertinent to state health 

policy. 

If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page at www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance coverage and to understand factors associated with 

uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and disseminate evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE 

operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit SHARE's web site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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