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SHARE-Funded Analysis Evaluates Louisiana's 

Pioneering Use of Enrollment Strategy 

Urban Institute Senior Fellow Stan Dorn released a new 

issue brief, "Louisiana Breaks New Ground: The Nation's 

First Use of Automatic Enrollment through Express Lane 

Eligibility." The brief details findings from a SHARE-funded 

analysis of Louisiana's landmark use of automated Medicaid 

enrollment based on data matches indicating eligibility for 

the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP).  Dorn and his co-authors analyze the impact of ELE 

on several outcomes including enrollment, coverage, 

administrative costs, and administrative efficiency.  This 

brief is a companion to in in-depth report of the same 

name.  

 

SHARE-Funded Analysis of Dependent 

Coverage Working Paper 

Joel Cantor, Director of the Center for State Health Policy at 

Rutgers University, has released a National Bureau of 

Economic Research (NBER) working paper discussing 

findings from his SHARE-funded research.  In "The Role of 

Federal and State Dependent Coverage Eligibility Policies on 

the Health Insurance Status of Young Adults," Cantor and 

his co-authors evaluate how the interaction between prior 

state laws expanding dependent coverage to young adults 

and the ACA affected young adult coverage. Their findings 

suggest that the increase in dependent coverage and 

decline in the uninsured rate may have been greater among 

young adults who were targeted by both the ACA and state 

laws. 
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SHADAC's Data Center Updated with 3-year 

American Community Survey (ACS) Estimates 

SHADAC has updated its Data Center online table generator 

to include estimates from the 2008-2010 public use data 

file.  These estimates are based on pooled data from three 

years of the ACS and are the first available 3-year ACS data 

release for the health insurance question.  These estimates 

are based on a more robust sample size than is available in 

the 1-year files and are useful for analysis among 

demographic subpopulations.  

 

SHADAC Presentations at Statistical 

Association Meeting 

SHADAC researchers presented at the Joint Statistical 

Meetings of the American Statistical Association, held July 

28-August 2, 2012 in San Diego, CA.   Senior Research 

Fellow Joanna Turner presented "Results from the Survey of 

Health Insurance and Program Participation" and Research 

Assistant Michel Boudreaux presented "Design Effect 

Anomalies in the American Community Survey" on July 31. 

 

Census Bureau Survey Release Dates 

Announced 

The U.S. Census Bureau has announced release dates for 

estimates and data from their surveys that measure health 

insurance coverage: 

 The Current Population Survey (CPS) estimates and 

microdata will be released on September 12, 2012. 

 The American Community Survey (ACS) one-year 

estimates for calendar year 2011 will be released on 

September 20, while three-year estimates (for 

2009-2011) are expect to be released on October 

25. The ACS Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) 

files will be released one to two months after each 

public release. 
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Integrated Health Interview Series (IHIS) 

Updated with 2011 Data from National Health 

Interview Survey (NHIS) 

IHIS, housed at the University of Minnesota, now includes 

data from the 2011 NHIS.  The 2011 NHIS sample size was 

increased in 32 states to increase the number of reliable 

state-level estimates.  The 2011 survey also includes 

enhanced questions on health care access and utilization 

pertaining to affordable health care.  Survey documentation 

is at this link and the new and harmonized variables can be 

downloaded at the IHIS website. 

 

Resources 

State Network Briefs on Medicaid Eligibility 

Transition and Enrollment Assistance 

The State Health Reform Assistance Network released "2014 

Medicaid Eligibility Transition Toolkit for States," designed to 

assist states in systematically identifying issues and 

decisions they will face as they convert to 2014. The toolkit 

includes an analysis of eligibility changes and a crosswalk 

eligibility matrix with instructions on how to complete the 

matrix for your state.  "Consumer Assistance in the Digital 

Age: New Tools to Help People Enroll in Medicaid, CHIP, and 

Exchanges" draws on experiences in states that have 

pioneered technology-enabled enrollment tools, such as 

secure online accounts and online chats, to consider how 

current consumer assistance,  state staffing, and 

organizational structure may change as technology 

transforms the enrollment process. 

 

Health Affairs Article Healthcare Workforce 

A new Health Affairs article by Sandra Decker, Economist at 

the National Center for Health Statistics, shows rates of 

physician acceptance of patients by payment source.  Using 

data from the 2011 National Ambulatory Medical Care 

Survey Electronic Medical Records Supplement, she found 

that states with higher Medicaid fee ratios correlated with 

greater acceptance for new Medicaid patients.  The article is 

http://www.ihis.us/ihis/index.shtml
http://www.statereforum.org/sites/default/files/state-network-nashp-2014-medicaid-eligiblity-transition-toolkit-for-states.pdf
http://www.statereforum.org/sites/default/files/state-network-nashp-2014-medicaid-eligiblity-transition-toolkit-for-states.pdf
http://www.maxenroll.org/publication/consumer-assistance-digital-age-new-tools-help-people-enroll-medicaid-chip-and-exchanges
http://www.maxenroll.org/publication/consumer-assistance-digital-age-new-tools-help-people-enroll-medicaid-chip-and-exchanges
http://www.maxenroll.org/publication/consumer-assistance-digital-age-new-tools-help-people-enroll-medicaid-chip-and-exchanges


available at this link (subscription required). 

 

New Webinars from the National Academy for 

State Health Policy (NASHP) 

NASHP is hosting two upcoming free webinars of interest to 

state health policy analysts.  "State Innovation Models: 

Redesigning State Health Care Delivery System Programs to 

Optimize Performance" will be held on August 15 from 1-2 

pm (EDT). This webinar will focus on state delivery reform 

efforts and how states might use the State Innovation 

Models initiative as a strategy to advance their efforts. Alan 

Weil, NASHP executive director, will moderate the webinar.  

"Potential Roles for Safety Net Providers in Supporting 

Continuity across Medicaid and Health Insurance 

Exchanges" will be held on August 28 from 4-5 pm (EDT).  

This webinar will address the challenges state face in 

providing continuity of coverage and services to individuals 

who may churn between Medicaid and health insurance 

exchanges. This webinar will discuss potential roles safety 

net providers could play in smoothing those transitions, as 

well as the findings of a forthcoming NASHP report, 

Potential Roles for Safety Net Providers in Supporting 

Continuity across Medicaid and Health Insurance Exchanges. 

 

Conference Updates 

 Registration is now open for the National Academy 

for State Health Policy's (NASHP) 25th Annual State 

Health Policy Conference, to be held October 15-17 

in Baltimore, MD. 

 AcademyHealth's annual Health Policy Orientation, 

to be held October 22-25 in Washington, D.C., is 

now open for registration.  This event provides an 

in-depth understanding of the formal and informal 

processes shaping the nation’s health policy agenda. 

The program reviews the essentials of health 

policymaking and provides diverse stakeholder 

perspectives on timely issues. 

 American Public Health Association pre-conference 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/31/8/1673.full
https://cc.readytalk.com/cc/s/showReg?udc=f1a981phhuz0
https://cc.readytalk.com/cc/s/showReg?udc=f1a981phhuz0
https://cc.readytalk.com/cc/s/showReg?udc=f1a981phhuz0
https://cc.readytalk.com/cc/s/showReg?udc=8smisbveivks
https://cc.readytalk.com/cc/s/showReg?udc=8smisbveivks
https://cc.readytalk.com/cc/s/showReg?udc=8smisbveivks
http://www.regonline.com/Register/Checkin.aspx?EventID=1109795
http://www.regonline.com/Register/Checkin.aspx?EventID=1109795
http://www.academyhealth.org/orientation


course, Monitoring the Public’s Health: Using Data 

from the National Center for Health Statistics, will 

be offered on Sunday, October 28 in San Francisco, 

CA. 

 The Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS) Data 

Users’ Workshop will be held September 24-25, 

2012 in Rockville, MD. For registration and more 

information, visit the Workshops & Events page on 

the MEPS Website. 

News from the States 

California Safety Net Report 

The UCLA Center for Health Policy Research released 

"Achieving System Integration in California's Health Care 

Safety Net."  Based on interviews with ten Medicaid waiver 

program administrators in the state, this report assesses 

the development of provider networks and integration of 

delivery systems.  The authors found that participating 

counties have made significant progress toward system 

integration and present conclusions that can be applied to 

other counties and states. 

 

California Report on Cost Sharing in the 

Exchange 

The California Health Benefit Exchange released "Sharing in 

the Cost of Care," a report on perspectives of potential 

customers of the Exchange.  Based on a study of ten 

discussion sessions with uninsured Californians, this 

research sought to identify the fairest way to structure cost-

sharing in the state.  The authors conclude that cost-sharing 

should impose the least burden on those who have the 

greatest medical needs, should encourage actions that 

reduce illness and disease, and should take into account 

individuals’ responsibility to minimize unhealthy activities. 

 

Maryland Simulation Model 

The Hilltop Institute released, "Maryland Health Care Reform 

Simulation Model: Detailed Analysis and Methodology." This 

http://www.apha.org/programs/education/edannualmtg/LISchedule
http://www.apha.org/programs/education/edannualmtg/LISchedule
http://meps.ahrq.gov/mepsweb/about_meps/workshops_events.jsp
http://meps.ahrq.gov/mepsweb/about_meps/workshops_events.jsp
http://www.healthpolicy.ucla.edu/pubs/Publication.aspx?pubID=565
http://www.healthpolicy.ucla.edu/pubs/Publication.aspx?pubID=565
http://chcd.org/docs/hbex_report_6.15.12.pdf
http://chcd.org/docs/hbex_report_6.15.12.pdf
http://www.statereforum.org/sites/default/files/marylandhealthcarereformsimulationmodel-july2012.pdf
http://www.statereforum.org/sites/default/files/marylandhealthcarereformsimulationmodel-july2012.pdf


model, developed under agreement with the Maryland 

Health Benefit Exchange of the Maryland Department of 

Health and Mental Hygiene, projects enrollment in the 

various health care coverage programs mandated by the 

Affordable Care Act (ACA). It also projects increases in 

health care expenditures and estimates the economic 

impact of implementing the ACA on the state of Maryland 

through fiscal year 2020. 

 

Minnesota Report on Exchange 

Communications 

The Minnesota Health Insurance Exchange released 

"Minnesota Exchange Communications: Market Research 

Findings."  Based on key informant interviews, focus 

groups, and surveys, this research presents a 

comprehensive assessment of consumer and small business 

perspectives on health insurance coverage and tested six 

"branding" approaches for the state's Exchange. 

 

Ohio Health Issues Poll Results 

The Health Foundation of Greater Cincinnati released results 

from the 2012 Ohio Health Issues Poll. Topics included in 

this poll include the Affordable Care Act, health insurance 

coverage and source, medical debt, usual source of medical 

care, wait times for care, the link between poverty and 

health, mental health, and the health impact of fracking. 

The 2012 results are available at this link. 
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on data, evaluation, and reporting related to Affordable Care 

Act implementation; and other resources pertinent to state 

health policy. 

If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page at 

www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance 

coverage and to understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and 

disseminate evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit 

SHARE's web site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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