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Safety Net Programs Working for Kids 

SHADAC released a new state-level report, "Keeping Kids 

Covered: Number of Children with Health Coverage 

Increases During Economic Downturn." This report 

analyzes recent trends in health insurance coverage for 

children at the state level between 2008 and 2010. The 

percentage of children with public coverage through 

Medicaid or the Children’s Health Insurance Program 

(CHIP) increased substantially, while rates of private 

coverage and uninsurance declined. However, there is 

substantial variation across states. Between 2008 and 

2010, the uninsurance rate for children fell from 9.7% to 

8.5%. States with the biggest declines in the rate of 

uninsurance included Florida, Mississippi, Delaware, 

Colorado, and Oregon. 

 

Framework for Tracking the Impacts of the 

ACA in California 

SHADAC Deputy Director Julie Sonier presented a 

framework for monitoring the Affordable Care Act to the 

Let's Get Healthy California Task Force on August 14, 

2012.  This webinar focused on how California can 

measure and monitor the impacts of the Affordable Care 

Act (ACA) in health insurance coverage and access to 

health care.  The webinar archive can be viewed at this 

link. 
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Immigrants and Coverage in the Affordable 

Care Act 

SHADAC Director Lynn Blewett presented to the Safe 

Table Forum: Health Care Access for Immigrants in 

Washington State, The Implications and Potential of 

Health System Reform, held August 23, 2012, in Seattle, 

WA.  Lynn provided estimates of foreign-born by type of 

immigration status, the impact of ACA coverage 

expansions, and implications for state and local safety 

net programs.  Slides are available at this link, and the 

University of Washington Health Policy Center released a 

companion briefing paper for this event. 

 

Census Bureau Survey Release Dates 

Announced 

The U.S. Census Bureau has announced release dates for 

estimates and data from their surveys that measure 

health insurance coverage.  Stay tuned for SHADAC's 

annual webinar to discuss these releases in late 

September. 

 The Small Area Health Insurance Estimates 

(SAHIE) will be released on August 29, 2012, 

reflecting 2010 estimates. 

 The Current Population Survey (CPS) estimates 

and microdata will be released on September 12, 

2012. 

 The American Community Survey (ACS) one-year 

estimates for calendar year 2011 will be released 

on September 20, 2012, while three-year 

estimates (for 2009-2011) are expected to be 

released on October 25, 2012. The ACS Public 

Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) files will be 

released one to two months after each public 

release. 
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National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) 

Imputed Income Files Released 

The National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) released 

five Imputed Family Income/Personal Earnings files from 

the 2011 NHIS. To increase usability while maintaining 

respondent confidentiality, the 2011 NHIS Imputed 

Family Income/Personal Earnings files contain dollar 

amount point estimates for family income and personal 

earnings, top-coded at the 95th percentile of the 

appropriate distribution. Data and documentation are 

available at this link. 

 

Dissertation Grant Awarded 

SHADAC Research Assistant Michel Boudreaux received 

an Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 

dissertation grant for his proposal, "The Long Run Effects 

of Medicaid in Childhood."  The project will study if 

Medicaid coverage in childhood improves health and 

socio-economic attainment in adulthood.  Using the 

original introduction of Medicaid in the late 1960s as a 

natural experiment, the study will use data from the 

Panel Study of Income Dynamics and the National Health 

Interview Survey. 

 

Resources 

Government Accountability Office (GAO) 

Report on States' Medicaid Expansion 

The United States GAO released "Medicaid Expansion: 

States' Implementation of the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act." This report addresses the actions 

states are taking to implement the Medicaid expansion, 

what actions selected states have taken to prepare for 

the Medicaid expansion provisions of the Affordable Care 

Act, what challenges they have encountered, and states’ 

views on the fiscal implications of the Medicaid expansion 

on state budget planning. 
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State Network Issue Brief on Interagency 

Collaboration 

The State Health Reform Assistance Network released 

"Managing State-Level ACA Implementation Through 

Interagency Collaboration."  This brief discusses the 

value of leadership and a clear vision by outlining specific 

interagency collaboration strategies being used by states, 

providing concrete examples of work plans, and exploring 

issues relating to information technology, stakeholder 

needs, and health benefit Exchanges. 

 

New Urban Institute Analysis of Who Will 

Gain Coverage 

A new post-SCOTUS analysis by Genevieve Kenney and 

colleagues at the Urban Institute, "Opting in to the 

Medicaid Expansion under the ACA: Who Are the 

Uninsured Adults Who Could Gain Health Insurance 

Coverage?" suggests that approximately 15.1 million 

uninsured adults could gain coverage under the 

Affordable Care Act's Medicaid expansion. The report also 

measures potentially Medicaid-eligible individuals by 

citizenship status, gender, and parental status.  Half of 

this group is under age 35 and 35% are between the 

ages of 35 and 54, and over 10% are near elderly adults 

between the ages of 55 and 64. Racial and ethnic 

composition varies substantially across states. 

 

Conference Updates 

 Registration is now open for the National 

Academy for State Health Policy's (NASHP) 25th 

Annual State Health Policy Conference, to be held 

October 15-17, 2012 in Baltimore, MD. 

 AcademyHealth's annual Health Policy 

Orientation, to be held October 22-25, 2012 in 
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Washington, D.C., is now open for registration.  

This event provides an in-depth understanding of 

the formal and informal processes shaping the 

nation’s health policy agenda. The program 

reviews the essentials of health policymaking and 

provides diverse stakeholder perspectives on 

timely issues. 

 American Public Health Association pre-

conference course, Monitoring the Public’s 

Health: Using Data from the National Center for 

Health Statistics, will be offered on Sunday, 

October 28, 2012 in San Francisco, CA. 

 The Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS) 

Data Users’ Workshop will be held September 24-

25, 2012 in Rockville, MD. For registration and 

more information, visit the Workshops & Events 

page on the MEPS Website. 

News from the States 

Arkansas Brief on Medicaid Expansion 

Dr. Joseph W. Thompson, Arkansas' Surgeon General, 

released the brief, "Importance of Medicaid Expansion 

through the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act."  

Using data from the Current Population Survey (CPS) and 

other sources, this brief provides an overview of the 

state-level impact of the uninsured and uncompensated 

care, arguing that Medicaid Expansion under the 

Affordable Care Act will provide not only valuable federal 

subsidies, but access to coverage for many Arkansans 

and uncompensated care relief for providers. 

 

Colorado Safety Net Resources 

The Colorado Health Institute published a series of tools 

to educate the public and policymakers about safety net 

clinics in the state.  This Safety Net Portal includes a 

primer overview of the health care safety net in Colorado 
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with updated information on the types of safety net 

clinics, the individuals who use the safety net, and the 

funding sources needed to operate these clinics.  The 

portal also includes a map providing a pictorial view of 

where Colorado's safety net clinics are located and a 

database of Colorado safety net clinics with information 

including type of clinic, address, website, and related 

information. 

 

Idaho Report on Newly Eligible Medicaid 

Population 

Leavitt Partners prepared the analysis, "Idaho's Newly 

Eligible Medicaid Population:  Demographic and Health 

Needs," for the first meeting of the governor’s workgroup 

to evaluate whether Idaho should opt to expand Medicaid 

eligibility. The analysis finds that about 100,000 low-

income adults will be newly eligible if Idaho opts to 

expand Medicaid coverage under the Affordable Care Act. 

This population is comprised of both younger, healthy 

people and older people with chronic health conditions, 

with prevalent mental health issues and pent-up need for 

health care.   

 

Michigan Brief on Health Insurance Markets 

The Center for Healthcare Research & Transformation 

(CHRT) released "The Affordable Care Act and its Effect 

on Health Insurance Market Segments."  The brief 

provides detailed information on the applicability of 

Affordable Care Act insurance reforms for various health 

plan market segments.  CHRT is non-profit partnership 

between the University of Michigan and Blue Cross Blue 

Shield of Michigan to promote evidence-based care 

delivery, improve population health, and expand access 

to care. 
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Visit SHADAC's blog for 

regular updates and 

commentary  

 Read our latest blog posts 

 Forward this email to a colleague 

 Follow @shadac and @LynnBlewett on Twitter 

 Invite your colleagues to stay up-to-date on 

SHADAC's resources by signing up for our e-mail 

list 

These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; 

webinars on data, evaluation, and reporting related to 

Affordable Care Act implementation; and other resources 

pertinent to state health policy. 

If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page 

at www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance 

coverage and to understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and 

disseminate evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit 

SHARE's web site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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