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Massachusetts Health Reform Update 

The Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts Foundation 

released "Health Reform in Massachusetts as of Fall 

2010."  This report presents the latest findings from the 

Massachusetts Health Reform Survey, which has been 

conducted since 2006 to monitor the impact of the 

Massachusetts health reform law.  This year's report, 

authored by SHADAC Senior Economist Sharon Long, 

Harvard graduate student Karen Stockley, and SHADAC 

Research Assistant Heather Dahlen, shows that more 

than 90% of nonelderly adults have a usual source of 

care, up from 86% in 2006, and utilization of basic 

health services also increased.  There is evidence that 

having unmet need for medical care is a problem, 

particularly for lower-income adults.  The authors also 

published a companion article in Health Affairs, 

"Massachusetts Health Reforms: Uninsurance Remains 

Low, Self-Reported Health Status Improves As State 

Prepares To Tackle Costs." 

 

Call for Proposals from SHARE 

SHARE has issued a Call for Proposals to support 

research on health reform issues, especially as related to 

state-level implementation of the Affordable Care Act, 

with a focus on provisions that are designed to increase 

access and coverage.  Studies funded through this call 

for proposals will support the Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation’s objective to expand stable and affordable 

health care coverage by assisting states in their efforts to 

plan and implement coverage policies based on effective 

research and policy analysis.   

 

Lynn Blewett Serving on HCFO Advisory 

Committee 

SHADAC Director Lynn Blewett was chosen to serve on 

the National Advisory Committee for Changes in Health 

Care Financing and Organization (HCFO).  Funded by the 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, HCFO supports 

research projects that will provide public and private 

decision makers with usable and timely information on 
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health care policy, financing, and market developments.  

HCFO’s National Advisory Committee provides general 

guidance and strategic direction for the program. 

 

State Interest Group Meeting at Policy 

Conference 

The State Health Research & Policy Interest Group Policy 

Breakfast, held in conjunction with the AcademyHealth 

National Health Policy Conference, will address "How 

States Can Support Delivery System and Payment 

Reforms."  Panelists include John Colmers (Johns 

Hopkins Medicine), Scott Leitz (Minnesota), and Jeanene 

Smith (Oregon).  The meeting will be held on Tuesday, 

February 14, from 7:00 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.   

 

Resources 

Young Adult Dependent Coverage Article 

SHARE Grantee Joel Cantor and colleagues published 

"Expanding Dependent Coverage for Young Adults: 

Lessons from State Initiatives" in the January 2012 issue 

of the Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law.  This 

research examines the experiences of states that enacted 

laws expanding dependent coverage to young adults.  

These case study states did not report substantial young 

adult dependent coverage take-up, but early enrollment 

experience under the federal Affordable Care Act (ACA), 

which includes a national dependent expansion provision, 

appears to be more positive. 

 

State Public Health Data Resource 

Trust for America's Health (TFAH) has an online resource 

of state-specific public health data and information.  The 

site provides current and historical data on a variety of 

indicators relating to health, public health preparedness, 

and public health funding.  TFAH is a non-profit, non-

partisan organization dedicated to protecting the health 

of communities and working to make disease prevention 

a national priority. 

 

State Employee Benefit Share of Premiums 

The National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) 

Health Program compiled "2011 State Employee Health 

Benefits: Monthly premium costs (family and individual 

coverage)."  This resource presents state-level data on 

state and employee share of premiums for two common 

types of health insurance coverage (one low-cost plan 

and one comprehensive plan), to reflect the current 

diverse insurance market. 
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News from the States 

California Reports on Insurance Coverage 

and the Individual Mandate 

The UCLA Center for Health Policy Research released two 

new reports.  "The State of Health Insurance in 

California: Findings from the 2009 California Health 

Interview Survey" provides a comprehensive view of 

health insurance trends, access, and coverage status for 

California.  Among other findings, the authors report that 

hundreds of thousands of Californians lost coverage 

during the "Great Recession" due in large part to job 

loss, and that the number of Californians with medical 

debt grew by 400,000 between 2007 and 2009 to 2.6 

million. 

 

The Center also released "Newly Insured Californians 

Would Fall by More than 1 Million under the Affordable 

Care Act without the Requirement to Purchase 

Insurance."  Using a simulation model that utilizes data 

from the California Health Interview Survey and other 

sources, the report’s authors predict that without the 

mandate, health care reform will reduce the state's 

eligible uninsured population from 4.63 to 3.76 million; a 

reduction of only 870,000 or approximately 19 percent of 

all those eligible for coverage. 

 

Colorado Legislative Summary 

The Colorado Health Institute released "Legislative 

Opportunities and Trends 2012."  This summary presents 

the major health care policy themes shaping the 2012 

session of the Colorado General Assembly.  The summary 

utilizes data from the American Community Survey and 

other sources to present health care access information 

in the context of state budget and management issues. 

 

New York Brief on Basic Health Plan 

The New York State Health Foundation released "Bridging 

the Gap: Exploring the Basic Health Insurance Option for 

New York." This policy brief details the implications of 

offering a basic health plan in New York, using a variety 

of data sources to estimate the amount of federal 

funding that would be available; the take-up rate by 

various eligible population groups; the cost of offering a 

comprehensive public look-alike product; the types of 

plan options the State could potentially offer; and the 

impact on the rates of the uninsured. 
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These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; 

webinars on data, evaluation, and reporting related to 

Affordable Care Act implementation; and other resources 

pertinent to state health policy. 

You are receiving this email because you opted in at our web site 

Unsubscribe << Test Email Address >> from this list. 

If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page 

at www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance 

coverage and to understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and 

disseminate evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit 

SHARE's web site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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