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SHADAC Releases Rhode Island Data 

Spotlight 

SHADAC released a new State Data Spotlight describing 

Rhode Island's Health Indicator System for Medicaid 

enrollees. The Rhode Island Medicaid Research and 

Evaluation Project uses existing public health data, 

Medicaid administrative data and state-level survey data 

to actively inform program activities and evaluation.  

SHADAC's State Data Spotlight series highlights states’ 

unique data tools, datasets, and uses of existing data 

systems. The series aims to provide information and 

insight on methods that can be applied in other states. 

 

Early-Release Health Insurance Coverage 

Estimates 

The National Center for Health Statistics released new 

health insurance coverage estimates showing that, from 

January through June 2011, 46.6 million people (15.3%) 

in the United States were uninsured.  The report, "Health 

Insurance coverage: Early Release of Estimate from the 

National Health Interview Survey, January-June 2011," 

provides estimates by type of coverage, by age, and by 

poverty status.  Among young adults (ages 19-25), 

uninsurance rates decreased from 33.9% in 2010 to 

28.8% for the first half of 2011.  State-level estimates 

are not available in this report. 
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Wireless Substitution Continues to Rise 

New estimates from the National Center for Health 

Statistics show a continued rise in wireless-only 

households, or households that do not have a landline 

telephone but did have at least one wireless telephone. 

"Wireless Substitution: Early Release of Estimates From 

the National Health Interview Survey, January - June 

2011" shows that from January to June of 2011 show 

31.6% of households are wireless-only, up from 29.7% in 

the second half of 2010.  The percent of children living in 

wireless-only households jumped from 31.8% to 35.4% in 

that timeframe. This work is important for survey 

research. As more and more households drop their 

landline service it will be more expensive and difficult to 

capture wireless-only households in surveys (see 

SHADAC's issue brief on this topic for more information). 

 

Resources 

GAO Report on Pre-Existing Condition 

Enrollment 

The Government Accountability Office released "Pre-

Existing Condition Insurance Plan: Comparison of 

Implementation and Early Enrollment with the Children’s 

Health Insurance Program."  The report found that 

enrollment in the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan 

and Children’s Health Insurance Program programs was 

slow to start but increased steadily over the first year, 

ending with more than 27,000 and 705,000 enrollees, 

respectively. The report includes state-level enrollment 

counts and implementation timing. 

 

Census Bureau Switches to New American 

FactFinder 

The Census Bureau has developed a new version of their 

online table generator, American Factfinder.  Estimates 

from the 2005-2010 American Community Survey, 2005-
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2010 Puerto Rico Community Survey, 2006-2009 Annual 

Population Estimates, and 2004-2010 Economic Census 

and Annual Surveys are available.  The old version of 

American FactFinder will be retired on January 20, 2012 

and datasets for earlier years will be available only in an 

archived format. 

 

2009 Medical Expenditure Panel Survey Data 

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality released 

the Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS) 2009 full 

year consolidated public use data file.  This file includes 

MEPS survey data obtained in Rounds 3, 4, and 5 of Panel 

13 and Rounds 1, 2, and 3 of Panel 14 (i.e., the rounds 

for the MEPS panels covering calendar year 2009) and 

consolidates all of the final 2009 person-level variables 

onto one file. The data file, documentation and 

programming statements are available for download at 

the MEPS Web site. 

 

News from the States 

Almanac of California's Uninsured 

The California Healthcare Foundation released 

"California's Uninsured," an update to its annual report 

profiling the 6.9 million people who lack health insurance 

coverage in California. This year's findings show 

continued declines in private insurance coverage, and 

nearly one-third of uninsured Californians have family 

incomes of $50,000 or more.  The almanac of charts and 

tables is available for download at this link. 

 

Brief on Uninsured California Women 

The Public Health Institute released a brief, "Almost One-

Quarter of California Nonelderly Women Uninsured in 

2009."  Using data from the California Health Interview 

Survey, the authors found that 24% of working aged 
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women were uninsured for all or part of 2009, an increase 

from 21% in 2007.  The brief also reviews regional and 

demographic variation in coverage. 

 

Colorado Safety Net Workforce Report 

The Colorado Health Institute released "A Half Million 

Newly Insured: Is Colorado Ready?" projecting the 

number of primary care providers that will be needed to 

care for those who will become insured under federal 

health reform. Based on estimates of the number of 

newly insured, the authors anticipate that Colorado will 

need between 83 and 141 additional primary care 

providers, with challenges in meeting this need in some 

areas of the state. 

 

Florida Health Insurance Market Report 

The Florida Health Care Insurance Advisory Board 

released "2011 Florida Health Insurance Market Report," 

showing a steady decline in enrollment in Florida's 

commercial health insurance markets from 2006 to 

2010.  From 2009 to 2010, enrollment declined 4.3% to 

3.7 million. 

 

Washington State Uninsurance Projections 

Washington State Office of the Insurance Commissioner 

released "State of the uninsured - Health coverage in 

Washington state: Costs, trends and projections 2008 to 

2014." Using data from a variety of federal, state and 

non-profit sources, this report provides historical and 

projected rates of uninsurance, under-insurance and 

uncompensated care.  The authors project that the 

number of uninsured in Washington will surpass 1 million, 

with some counties exceeding 20% uninsurance rates.  

Uncompensated care is expected to reach $1.2 billion by 

2013. 
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Visit SHADAC's blog for regular 

updates and commentary  

 Read our latest blog posts 

 Forward this email to a colleague 

 Follow @shadac and @LynnBlewett on Twitter 

 Invite your colleagues to stay up-to-date on 

SHADAC's resources by signing up for our e-mail 

list 

These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; webinars 

on data, evaluation, and reporting related to Affordable 

Care Act implementation; and other resources pertinent 

to state health policy. 

If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page 

at www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance 

coverage and to understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and 

disseminate evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit 

SHARE's web site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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