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Announcements 

SHADAC Introduces New ACA Projection 

Model 

SHADAC Deputy Director Julie Sonier has authored a 

brief, "Predicting the Health Insurance Impacts of 

Complex Policy Changes:  A New Tool for States," in 

which she provides an overview of the new SHADAC 

Projection Model.  Prepared for the Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation's State Health Reform Assistance Network, 

the brief highlights the approach, data sources, 

assumptions, and output of the new model, which states 

can use to project the impacts of complex policy changes 

on health insurance coverage.   

 

SHADAC Reports on the Modernization of 

State Medicaid Eligibility Systems 

SHADAC released "State Health Access Program State 

Medicaid Eligibility System Survey:  Report on the 

Modernization of State Medicaid Eligibility Systems."  This 

report, produced as part of the Health Resources Services 

Administration (HRSA) State Health Access Program 

(SHAP), presents findings from a survey of state Medicaid 

Directors regarding plans for, and progress toward, 

upgrading Medicaid eligibility systems in light of national 

health reform.  The study provides an early overview of 

the technical and program policy upgrade issues that 

states are facing. 

 

SHADAC Data Center Updates Employer-

Sponsored Insurance Tables for 2011 

SHADAC updated its Data Center estimates related to 
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employer-sponsored insurance (ESI) in firms with 50 to 

99 employees to include estimates from the 2011 MEPS-

IC tables, which have been released on the MEPS 

Website. The Data Center includes three sets of ESI 

tables (with separate tables by firm size for each state): 

(1) availability and enrollment in ESI; (2) premiums and 

employee contributions for ESI; and (3) enrollee cost-

sharing for ESI. 

 

SHADAC Director Lynn Blewett Presents at 

National Governors Association Meeting 

Lynn Blewett presented “Insurance Markets Under 

Different State Scenarios” at the National Governors 

Association Center for Best Practices meeting on July 19 

in Washington, DC.  The meeting, titled “Health Care: 

Decision Points for States," examined state options for 

health care and health system reform going forward.  

Attendees included governors’ health policy advisors, 

state Medicaid directors, health insurance Exchange 

leaders, and other state officials from 39 states and 

territories. 

 

Resources 

Integrated Public Use Microdata Series 

(IPUMS) Includes Two New SHADAC 

Variables 

IPUMS now has American Community Survey variables 

for SHADAC's Health Insurance Unit (HIU) and Federal 

Poverty Guidelines (FPG) concepts for the 2008, 2009 

and 2010 survey years.  The HIU is a new tool that allows 

analysts to run coverage estimates based on family units 

that reflect common dependent coverage practices and 

public program eligibility rules.  For more information on 

the HIU see SHADAC's brief "Defining ‘Family’ for Studies 

of Health Insurance Coverage." The IPUMS data are 

available at this link and include the following new 

variables: HIUFPGBASE, HIUFPGINC, HIURULE, HIUID, 

and HIUNPERS.  Refer to this example of how to calculate 
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HIU family income as a percent of the federal poverty 

guidelines. 

 

Direct Relief USA Releases Safety Net 

Report  

Direct Relief USA released "The State of the Safety Net 

2012," presenting results from their nationwide "Partner 

Outlook Survey" of safety net providers and partners, 

with responses from 546 providers across 49 state and 

the District of Columbia.  The report provides nationwide 

information on capacity, staffing, and case management 

issues.  This information is supplemented with state-level 

estimates of Medicaid insurance coverage. 

 

2012 KIDS COUNT Data Book Now Available 

The Annie E. Casey Foundation released the 2012 KIDS 

COUNT Data Book, providing national and state-level data 

on key indicators of child well-being.  The report includes 

state rankings for four domains of health:  economic well-

being, education, health, and family and community.  

 

Conference Updates 

 The National Center for Health Statistics' 2012 

National Conference on Health Statistics (NCHS) 

will be held August 6-8, 2012, in Washington, DC. 

This biennial conference focuses on the critical 

impact of public health data on the health and 

well-being of the U.S. population.  The 2012 

Conference will emphasize current NCHS data 

activities and their relationship to today’s key 

health issues. Click here for updates on the NCHS 

Integrated Health Interview Survey (IHIS). 

 The National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) 

Data Users Workshop will be held on August 9, 

2012, at the National Center for Health Statistics 

(NCHS) in Hyattsville, MD.  Registration for this 

all-day workshop is free and available at this link. 
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The workshop will provide an overview of the 

NHIS, its questionnaires and supplements, its 

sample design, and accessing and using the 

microdata.  Ample time will be available for 

interacting with the presenters and other NHIS 

experts from the NCHS staff. 

 Registration is now open for the National 

Academy for State Health Policy's (NASHP) 25th 

Annual State Health Policy Conference, to be held 

October 15-17 in Baltimore, MD. 

News from the States 

UCLA Center for Health Policy Research 

Updates California Child and Teen Health 

Profiles 

The UCLA Center for Health Policy Research updated its 

user-friendly and printable county-based Health Profiles 

to include estimates on teens and children.  Based on 

data from the 2009 California Health Interview Survey 

(CHIS), these profiles contain county-level information on 

a wide range of topics such as health insurance, obesity, 

and exercise. Each of the state's 41 most populous 

counties has its own profile; the remaining 17 smaller 

counties are grouped into three different profiles, and 

sub-county profiles are available for Los Angeles and San 

Diego Counties. A statewide profile is also available, 

examining data from CHIS 2001-2009. 

 

Colorado Health Institute Launches Safety 

Net Initiative 

The Colorado Health Institute and its Safety Net Advisory 

Committee (SNAC) have launched a learning initiative 

referred to as "SNAC Labs 2012-13."  The initiative 

conducts quarterly meetings of policy makers, advocates, 

and providers in Colorado to examine the challenges of 

health reform implementation and the differences in early 

milestones and lessons learned throughout the state's 

safety net community.  Information and meeting archives 
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are available at this link. 

 

Urban Institute Issues Minnesota ACA 

Implementation Report 

The Urban Institute released "ACA Implementation - 

Monitoring and Tracking: Minnesota Site Visit Report." 

This report is part of a comprehensive monitoring and 

tracking project funded by the Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation to examine the implementation and effects of 

the Affordable Care Act (ACA) in ten states. The 

quantitative component of the project will produce 

analyses of the effects of the ACA on coverage, health 

expenditures, affordability, access, and premiums in the 

states and nationally. 

 

Wisconsin Releases 2010 Health Insurance 

Coverage Estimates 

The Wisconsin Department of Health Services released 

"Wisconsin Health Insurance Coverage: 2010." The report 

is based on the 2010 Wisconsin Family Health Survey and 

observes that 6 percent of the population was uninsured 

for the entire preceding 12 months, 5 percent were 

uninsured for part of the year, and 89 percent were 

insured for the full year.  The report also profiles 

coverage by demographic characteristics and region of 

residence. 
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These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; webinars 

on data, evaluation, and reporting related to Affordable 

Care Act implementation; and other resources pertinent 

to state health policy. 

If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page 

at www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance 

coverage and to understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and 

disseminate evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit 

SHARE's web site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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