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SHADAC Webinar: Understanding 

Microsimulation Models 

SHADAC will host a webinar titled, "Predicting the Effects 

of the ACA:  Understanding Microsimulation Models" on 

Wednesday, March 21, 12:00PM - 1:00PM (EDT).  

Registration is free and open to the public.  

Microsimulation models are increasingly being used to 

inform the many policy decisions raised by the Affordable 

Care Act (ACA).  In this webinar, Dr. Jean Abraham, 

Assistant Professor of the Division of Health Policy & 

Management at the University of Minnesota, will review 

five major microsimulation models discussing their key 

components, similarities and differences, and highlighting 

questions states should consider when contracting for or 

using modeling outputs. Dr. Abraham will be joined by 

Danielle Holahan, Project Director for Health Insurance 

Exchange Planning in New York State.  Ms. Holahan will 

share New York’s experience working with a 

microsimulation vendor and highlight key issues for other 

states.  This webinar is sponsored by the Robert Wood 

Johnson Foundation’s State Health Reform Assistance 

Network program. 

 

AcademyHealth Annual Research Meeting 

AcademyHealth’s State Health Research and Policy 

(SHRP) Interest Group will host its annual meeting on 

Saturday, June 23 at the Walt Disney World Swan and 

Dolphin in Orlando, FL. The SHRP Interest Group meeting 

provides researchers, policymakers, and practitioners the 
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opportunity to hear and discuss recent state-level 

research that emphasizes the unique challenges of 

working within a state policy and political environment. A 

limited number of scholarships are available for state 

officials.  The meeting is held in conjunction with 

AcademyHealth’s Annual Research Meeting (ARM). 

Registration is now open and processed through the main 

ARM registration page. 

 

MEPS Data Users’ Workshop 

AHRQ will be conducting a two-day data user workshop 

for Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS) in Rockville, 

MD, on April 25-26, 2012.  The workshop will provide a 

general overview of the survey including information 

about survey design, file content, and the construction of 

analytic files. Particular emphasis will be on health care 

utilization, expenditures, and medical conditions. Day 2 of 

the workshop will provide hands-on experience to 

participants, working with programmers and analysts to 

learn how to build a data file to answer their research 

questions. A full program description, registration form, 

and logistical information will be available at the 

beginning of March on the MEPS Web site. For any other 

questions, email workshopinfo@ahrq.hhs.gov. 

 

Call for Abstracts: 2012 National Conference 

on Health Statistics 

The CDC’s National Center for Health Statistics invites 

researchers to submit poster abstracts for this year’s 

expanded Poster Session at the 2012 National Conference 

on Health Statistics, held on August 6-8, 2012 in 

Washington, DC. Submissions are invited across all topic 

areas within the field of public health and statistics. 

Conference registration is free and attendees will have 

the opportunity to meet and talk with NCHS staff from all 

surveys and programs, as well as representatives from 

other government agencies. 
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American Community Survey Feedback 

Sought 

The U.S. Census Bureau is seeking feedback on the 

American Community Survey to assess how the survey's 

methods and products are meeting the needs of data 

users.  These reviews focus on program-specific technical, 

methodological, and product-related improvement areas 

that increase quality and user satisfaction.  SHADAC 

researchers will compile feedback based on our 

experiences, and we encourage data users to submit their 

own comments or send them to SHADAC to include in our 

feedback.  Comments are due April 30.  

 

Resources 

Pre-Existing Condition Plan Enrollment 

Report 

The Center for Consumer Information & Insurance 

Oversight (CCIIO) released "Covering People with Pre-

existing Conditions: Report on the Implementation and 

Operation of the Pre-existing Condition Insurance Plan."  

The report shows that these plans have provided 

coverage for almost 49,000 people as of December 31, 

2011.  Analysis of enrollee demographics and enrollment 

trends, including state-by-state enrollment, is included. 

 

News from the States 

California Report on Language Barriers to 

Exchange Enrollment 

The UCLA Center for Health Policy Research released 

"Achieving Equity by Building a Bridge from Eligible to 

Enrolled."  This policy brief highlights findings from the 

UC Berkeley Center for Labor Research and Education and 

the UCLA Center for Health Policy Research’s California 

Simulation of Insurance Markets (CalSIM) model. The 
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CalSIM model estimates the effects of specific provisions 

of the Affordable Care Act on family and employer 

decisions about insurance coverage in California.  

Researchers found that, without effective multilingual 

outreach and enrollment efforts, language barriers may 

result in a difference of 110,000 fewer people with limited 

English proficiency enrolling through the Exchange. 

 

California Health Interview Survey Data 

Workshop 

The UCLA Center for Health Policy Research will conduct 

several online training workshops for AskCHIS, a free web 

tool that provides access to health statistics using data 

from the California Health Interview Survey (CHIS).  The 

AskCHIS Online Workshop is approximately 120 minutes 

and functions much like an online meeting, where 

participants log on to a dedicated web page.  The 

workshops will be held on March 16, April 6, May 11 and 

June 8.  More information and registration is at this link. 

 

Colorado Insurance Affordability Brief 

The Colorado Trust released "The Affordability of Health 

Insurance in Colorado."  Based on data from the 2011 

Colorado Health Access Survey (CHAS), this brief 

examines reasons why Colorado's uninsured do not have 

coverage, their out-of-pocket expenses, their ability and 

willingness to pay for insurance, and how much they think 

they can afford to pay for insurance.  Findings show that 

one in five uninsured say they are unable to pay anything 

for health insurance.  This brief will be discussed in a 

webinar on March 14, 8:30-9:30AM MDT (10:30 AM EDT; 

9:30AM CDT; 7:30AM PDT). 

 

Kansas Early Childhood Mental Health 

Report 

The Kansas Health Institute released, "Early Childhood 
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Mental Health Services in Kansas." Using data from the 

Kansas Department of Health and Environment, the 

researchers examine availability and utilization of mental 

health services for children age 0-5 enrolled in 

Medicaid/CHIP.  Sub-state estimates by the state's 

Community Health Center Regions point to wide variation 

across the state. 

 

Louisiana 2011 Insurance Coverage 

Estimates 

The Louisiana Department of Health & Hospitals released 

"Louisiana's uninsured Population: A Report from the 

2011 Louisiana Health Insurance Survey."  The survey 

found that 3.5% of children were uninsured, down from 

5.0% in 2009.  Among non-elderly adults, uninsurance 

increased from 20.1% in 2009 to 22.7% in 2011.  The 

report also provides estimates by region for several 

demographic categories. 

 

Maryland ACA Implementation Report 

The Urban Institute released "ACA Implementation - 

Monitoring and Tracking Maryland Site Visit Report." This 

report is part of a comprehensive monitoring and tracking 

project to examine the implementation and effects of the 

Affordable Care Act (ACA) in ten states. The quantitative 

component of the project will produce analyses of the 

effects of the ACA on coverage, health expenditures, 

affordability, access, and premiums in the states and 

nationally. 

 

Minnesota 2011 Insurance Coverage 

Estimates 

The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) released 

"Health Insurance Coverage in Minnesota, Early Results 

from the 2011 Minnesota Health Access Survey."  Based 

on a research collaboration between MDH and SHADAC 
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Investigator Kathleen Call, the survey found 9.1% of 

Minnesotans were without coverage in 2011, unchanged 

from 9.0% in 2009.  Young adults (age 18-25) show a 

decline in uninsurance from 21.8% in 2009 to 16.7% in 

2011. 

 

Mississippi Exchange Report 

The Center for Mississippi Health Policy released "Building 

Mississippi's Health Insurance Exchange," a brief and 

report on the current status of Mississippi's Exchange.  

Using projections developed by economists at the Georgia 

Health Policy Center, the report show that approximately 

275,000 Mississippians (11% of non-elderly persons) are 

expected to enroll in coverage through an Exchange once 

the ACA is fully implemented. The report also uses data 

from the Medical Expenditure Panel Survey to profile how 

employers will be impacted by the Small Business Health 

Options Programs (SHOP). 

 

Utah Health Profile 

The Utah Department of Health released "2011 Utah 

State Health Profile." This report summarizes ten priority 

health issues, utilizing Utah's Behavioral Risk Factor 

Surveillance System as the source for health access 

indicators.  This report is a companion to the state's 

online Indicator Base Information System for Public 

Health (IBIC-PH) Public Health Outcome Measures Report. 
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list 

These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; webinars 

on data, evaluation, and reporting related to Affordable 

Care Act implementation; and other resources pertinent 

to state health policy. 

If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page 

at www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance 

coverage and to understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and 

disseminate evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit 

SHARE's web site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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