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SHADAC Data Center Updated 

SHADAC updated the Data Center online table generator with several 

enhancements and minor revisions.  Major revisions include: 

• Addition of the 2010 American Community Survey estimates. 

• Revisions to all data sources to include calculation of health 

insurance coverage by family unit and poverty. 

• Modification of the universe for the ACS tabulations to include 

non-civilian populations. 

• New state summary tables (coming soon) that allow users to 

generate a table of selected states for any available population 

group. 

A complete description of the implemented revisions is available at this 

link.  SHADAC will host a webinar on April 10 (2:00PM EDT) to discuss 

these changes to the Data Center. Webinar registration is at this link. 

 

SHADAC Brief on New Health Insurance Unit 
SHADAC released the brief, "Defining Family for Studies of Health 

Insurance Coverage" The brief includes a general definition of the family 

health insurance unit, shows comparisons to the Census Bureau family 

unit, and provides Stata and SAS code to facilitate implementation of the 

definition in research analysis.  This brief will be discussed during 

SHADAC's April 10 webinar. 

SHADAC Webinar: Understanding Microsimulation 

Models 

SHADAC will host a webinar titled, "Predicting the Effects of the ACA:  
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Understanding Microsimulation Models" on Wednesday, March 21, 

12:00PM - 1:00PM (EDT).  Registration is free and open to the public.  

Microsimulation models are increasingly being used to inform the many 

policy decisions raised by the Affordable Care Act (ACA).  In this 

webinar, Dr. Jean Abraham, Assistant Professor of the Division of Health 

Policy & Management at the University of Minnesota, will review five 

major microsimulation models discussing their key components, 

similarities and differences, and highlighting questions states should 

consider when contracting for or using modeling outputs. Dr. Abraham 

will be joined by Danielle Holahan, Project Director for Health Insurance 

Exchange Planning in New York State.  Ms. Holahan will share New York’s 

experience working with a microsimulation vendor and highlight key 

issues for other states.  This webinar is sponsored by the Robert Wood 

Johnson Foundation’s State Health Reform Assistance Network program. 

 

SHADAC Researchers Present at Minnesota Health 

Services Research Conference 

Several SHADAC researchers presented their work at the Minnesota 

Health Services Research Conference held March 6, 2012, in St. Paul, 

MN. Presentations include: 

• Investigator Kathleen Call, "Increasing response rates in cell 

frames: Results from an incentive and voicemail experiment." 

• Senior Research Fellow Brett Fried, "Combining Data from 

National Surveys to Improve Estimates of the Population Eligible 

for Medicaid  under the Affordable Care Act." 

• Research Assistant Peter Graven, "Modeling Health Insurance 

Coverage Estimates for Minnesota Counties." 

• Senior Research Fellow Lacey Hartman, "State Variation in Out-

of-Pocket Spending for Health Care: Preliminary Findings from 

new data in the Current Population Survey." 

• Deputy Director Julie Sonier, "Modeling the Impacts of the ACA 

on Health Insurance Coverage:  

A New Tool for States." 
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Resources 

State Refor(u)m Exchange Webinar 

State Refor(u)m will host the webinar, "Building It from the Ground Up: 

A Conversation with State Health Insurance Exchange Leaders," on 

Thursday, April 12, 2012 2:30 - 4:00 PM EDT.  This webinar will feature 

three exchange directors from three very different states to share what 

they've accomplished so far, the challenges they see ahead, their top 

policy priorities, and how they work with other agencies and partners 

across traditional program boundaries. The webinar will be moderated by 

Susan Dentzer, editor-in-chief, Health Affairs, with panelists: Richard 

Fiore, executive director, Alabama Health Insurance Exchange; Patty 

Fontneau, executive director and CEO, Colorado Health Benefit 

Exchange; and Peter Lee, executive director, California Health Benefit 

Exchange. 

 

NASHP Report on Exchanges 

The National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP) released "Building 

a Consumer-Oriented Health Insurance Exchange: Key Issues".  The 

report addresses three main areas where consumers intersect with the 

exchange: consumer participation in exchange governance; consumer 

input into policy and implementation decisions, and the various avenues 

states are using to gather this input, such as workgroups and town hall 

meeting participation; and early planning for the consumer-serving 

functions of the exchange, such as navigator programs and the web 

portal. 

 

NHIS Report on Financial Burden of Care 

The Division of Health Interview Statistics released “Financial Burden of 

Medical Care: Early Release of Estimates from the National Health 

Interview Survey, January-June 2011.”  In 2011, three new questions on 

financial burden of medical care were added to the National Health 

Interview Survey (NHIS).  These questions addressed problems paying 

medical bills, paying medical bills over time, and having medical bills 
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that cannot be paid at all. This report provides preliminary estimates of 

the financial burden of medical care among the U.S. population by 

selected demographic variables using NHIS data collected from January 

through June 2011. 

 

NHIS Geocode Data Files Updated 

The National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) released  geocode files 

for the 1997 to 2010 NHIS, based on the 2000 decennial Census 

geography. These are available through the NCHS Research Data Center 

(RDC), including the Minnesota RDC.  For more information about the 

geocode files and other NHIS geographic variables that are available, 

please visit: http://www.cdc.gov/rdc/geocodes/geowt_nhis.htm 

  

Conference Updates 

• AcademyHealth’s State Health Research and Policy (SHRP) 

Interest Group will host its annual meeting on Saturday, June 23 

at the Walt Disney World Swan and Dolphin in Orlando, FL. 

• Registration is now open for the two-day data user workshop for 

Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS) in Rockville, MD, on 

April 25-26, 2012.  The workshop will provide a general overview 

of the survey including information about survey design, file 

content, and the construction of analytic files. 

• The CDC’s National Center for Health Statistics invites 

researchers to submit poster abstracts for this year’s expanded 

Poster Session at the 2012 National Conference on Health 

Statistics, held on August 6-8, 2012 in Washington, DC. 

Abstracts are due on April 16. 

 

News from the States 

California Health Interview Survey Data Workshop 

The UCLA Center for Health Policy Research will conduct several online 

training workshops for AskCHIS, a free web tool that provides access to 

health statistics using data from the California Health Interview Survey 

(CHIS).  The AskCHIS Online Workshop is approximately 120 minutes 
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and functions much like an online meeting, where participants log on to 

a dedicated web page.  The workshops will be held on March 16, April 6, 

May 11 and June 8.  More information and registration is at this link. 

Colorado Exchange Data Work Group Report 
The Data Advisory Work Group (DAWG) of the Colorado Health Benefit 

Exchange (COHBE) released "Report on Metrics for Evaluation of the 

Colorado Health Benefit Exchange." The DAWG was convened to advise 

COHBE staff and board members on background research to identify the 

customers who would be enrolling in health insurance plans through 

COHBE beginning in late 2013.  This report describes the process used 

by the DAWG to select the metrics. An accompanying Excel spreadsheet 

contains the more than 60 metrics recommended by the DAWG to 

measure the three areas identified in COHBE’s enabling legislation: 

access, affordability and choice. 

 

Kansas Insurance Coverage Estimates 

The Kansas Health Institute released "Annual Insurance Update 2011."  

Using estimates from the Current Population Survey, this report shows 

that 12.8% of the population lacked coverage in 2009-2010 (17.8% 

among non-elderly adults and 7.7% among children). The report also 

shows where Kansans get insurance coverage, the link between 

employment and insurance coverage, explores differences in insurance 

coverage across the state, and provides trends in insurance coverage 

during the last decade. 

 

Visit SHADAC's blog for regular 

updates and commentary  

• Read our latest blog posts 

• Forward this email to a colleague 

• Follow @shadac and @LynnBlewett on Twitter 

• Invite your colleagues to stay up-to-date on SHADAC's resources 

by signing up for our e-mail list 

These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; webinars on data, 

http://www.healthpolicy.ucla.edu/ProgramDetails.aspx?id=88�
http://www.getcoveredco.org/COHBE/media/COHBE/PDFs/DAWG/DAWG-report-metrics-report_Final.pdf�
http://www.getcoveredco.org/COHBE/media/COHBE/PDFs/DAWG/DAWG-report-metrics-report_Final.pdf�
http://www.getcoveredco.org/Get-Involved/Workgroups/Data-Advisory-Work-Group�
http://media.khi.org/news/documents/2012/03/12/2011AnnualInsuranceUpdate_3.pdf�
http://www.shadac.org/blog�
http://us1.forward-to-friend2.com/forward?u=fd430ede2887b69f99615652d&id=6524c7bad5&e=%5bUNIQID%5d�
http://twitter.com/shadac�
http://twitter.com/LynnBlewett�
http://www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated�


evaluation, and reporting related to Affordable Care Act implementation; 

and other resources pertinent to state health policy. 

You are receiving this email because you opted in at our web site 

Unsubscribe Test Email Address >> from this list. 

If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page at 
www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance coverage 
and to understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and disseminate 
evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit SHARE's web site, 
www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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