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Announcements 

SHADAC Receives 2012 AAPOR Policy 

Impact Award 

The American Association for Public Opinion Research 

(AAPOR) awarded SHADAC their 2012 Policy Impact 

Award.  This award recognizes SHADAC for efforts to 

improve the federal survey data infrastructure so that 

data are more useful and accessible and better able to 

inform state health policy.  As a Policy Impact Award 

winner, SHADAC joins the company of such organizations 

as the U.S. Department of Defense Comprehensive 

Review Working Group; ABC News; the Medical 

Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS) Team at the U.S. 

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ); the 

UCLA Center for Health Policy Research; and the RAND 

Corporation.  The award will be conferred at the AAPOR 

26th Annual Conference, to be held May 17-20, 2012 in 

Orlando.  To learn more about AAPOR and the Policy 

Impact Award, visit www.aapor.org.   

 

Briefs on Medicaid Enrollment and Outreach 

SHADAC released two new briefs related to Medicaid/CHIP 

eligibility, enrollment and outreach for the State Health 

Access Program (SHAP), funded by the Health Resources 

and Services Administration.  These briefs draw on the 

experiences of five states (Colorado, Kansas, Minnesota, 

New York and Oregon) that received federal grant funding 

from the Health Resources and Services Administration 

(HRSA) through the State Health Access Program (SHAP). 

http://www.aapor.org/
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"SHAP Enrollment and Eligibility Activities: Implications 

for Process and System Modernization under National 

Health Reform" describes the best practices related 

system design and business requirements of streamlining 

application and enrollment processes, and modernizing 

eligibility determination systems for ACA implementation. 

 

"Best Practices in SHAP Outreach, Eligibility, and 

Enrollment Activities" describes the promising approaches 

that these states shared with regards to activities related 

to outreach and streamlining application and enrollment 

processes, and consider the implications of these 

practices for implementing the ACA.  

SHARE Brief: Rural Implications of 

Geographic Rating 

The SHARE program released a new brief from the 

research team led by grantee Andrew Coburn, Ph.D., 

Professor and Chair of Health Policy and Management at 

the Muskie School of Public Service at the University of 

Southern Maine.  In "The Rural Implications of 

Geographic Rating of Health Insurance Premiums," Dr. 

Coburn and his co-authors examine how and to what 

extent states allow health plans to vary premiums by 

geographic rating area.  The authors find no clear pattern 

of geographic rating factors favoring rural or urban areas, 

indicating that health plans may be using geographic 

rating as a proxy for the prohibited practice of experience 

rating. 

 

Paper on Trends in Provider Utilization 

Mike Davern, Senior Vice President and Director, Public 

Health Research at NORC at the University of Chicago and 

SHADAC Director Lynn Blewett, with colleagues at the 

Minnesota Population Center, published "Use of the 

Integrated Health Interview Series: Trends in Medical 

Provider Utilization (1972-2008)" in Epidemiologic 
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Perspectives & Innovations.  The authors demonstrate 

one potential use of the IHIS we examine utilization 

patterns by age and birth cohort in the U.S. from 1972-

2008.  The article has open access. 

 

Lacey Hartman Presents at Population 

Association Meeting 

SHADAC Senior Research Fellow Lacey Hartman 

presented "State Variation in High Burden Spending for 

Health Care: Preliminary findings from new data in the 

Current Population Survey" at the Population Association 

of America's Annual meeting, May 3-4 in San Francisco, 

CA.  This work examines new data from the Current 

Population Survey (CPS) to examine high burden 

spending for health care for families across the states. 

 

Conference Updates 

 SHADAC Investigator Kathleen Call will present 

"Increasing response rates in cell frames: Results 

from an incentive and voicemail experiment at 

the Annual Conference of the American 

Association for Public Opinion Research, May 18 in 

Orlando, FL. This work presents the results of a 

survey response incentive experiment conducted 

as part of the 2011 Minnesota Health Access 

Survey. 

 AcademyHealth’s State Health Research and 

Policy (SHRP) Interest Group will host its annual 

meeting on Saturday, June 23 at the Walt Disney 

World Swan and Dolphin in Orlando, FL. 

Resources 

Brief on Coverage Transitions 

The State Health Reform Assistance Network released 

"Creating Seamless Coverage Transitions Between 
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Medicaid and the Exchanges." This brief draws on the 

experiences of states that have developed policies that 

provide continuous care for person moving between 

health insurance products, plans and providers.  These 

lessons can help states manage expansion of Medicaid 

programs and enrollment in the Exchanges as part of the 

Affordable Care Act. 

 

Report on Access to Care for Adults 

The Urban Institute released, "Virtually Every State 

Experienced Deteriorating Access to Care for Adults over 

the Past Decade."  Using data from the Behavioral Risk 

Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS), the researchers 

examine state-level changes in three key access 

indicators over the past decade: changes in the likelihood 

of having unmet medical needs due to cost; receiving a 

routine checkup; and receiving a dental visit for all 

nonelderly adults. Results show that nearly every state 

experienced deterioration in access to care. 

 

News from the States 

California Health Care Costs 

The California HealthCare Foundation released "Health 

Care Costs 101" as part of the Foundation's California 

Health Care Almanac.  This report shows that health 

spending reached $230 in California in 2009, triple the 

1991 level, yet represents a smaller share of the 

economy than most states. 

 

Missouri Health Care Costs 

The Missouri Foundation on Health released "Bending the 

Health Care Cost Curve in Missouri - Options for Saving 

Money and Improving Care."  This report outlines the 

estimated impact of six scenarios that could help contain 

escalating health care costs in Missouri over the next 

decade while improving health care quality. 
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Vermont Reports on Churning 

The Center for Community and Public Health at the 

University of New England released "Issues and Policies 

around 'Churning' in Health Insurance Plans." This study 

examines the problem of turnover in government-

sponsored health insurance programs both nationally and 

in Vermont, identifies polices that can impact churn rates, 

and surveys stakeholders and experts on which of these 

policies might work in Vermont given the current 

regulatory system. 

 

Vermont Exchange Survey 

The Department of Vermont Health Access released 

"Vermont Health Benefit Exchange Benchmark Survey 

Findings."  This summary shows that nearly 30% of 

Vermonters are uninsured or worried about losing 

coverage.  Three in four Vermonters have not yet heard 

about the Exchange, but just as many would be 

interested in using a web site to find, compare and buy 

health insurance. 

 

Visit SHADAC's blog for regular 

updates and commentary  

 Read our latest blog posts 

 Forward this email to a colleague 

 Follow @shadac and @LynnBlewett on Twitter 

 Invite your colleagues to stay up-to-date on 

SHADAC's resources by signing up for our e-mail 

list 

These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; webinars 

on data, evaluation, and reporting related to Affordable 

Care Act implementation; and other resources pertinent 

to state health policy. 
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If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page 

at www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance 

coverage and to understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and 

disseminate evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit 

SHARE's web site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 

Copyright (C) 2012 State Health Access Data Assistance Center (SHADAC) All rights reserved. 

 

http://www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated
http://www.shadac.org/
http://www.shadac.org/share

