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Lynn Blewett Speaks at Conference on Health Reform in 

Minnesota, the United States, and China 

SHADAC Director Lynn Blewett presented at an October 8, 2012, 

conference titled, "University of Minnesota and People's Republic of 

China: Health Connections."  The event highlighted efforts in China, 

the United States, and Minnesota to increase insurance coverage and 

access to care in their respective health systems.  China Minister of 

Health Dr. Chen Zhu was the keynote speaker at the conference.  

Dr. Blewett spoke on a panel roundtable, "The Challenges of Health 

Reform in Minnesota and the US," moderated by John Finnegan, 

Dean of the University of Minnesota School of Public Health. 

 

Elizabeth Lukanen on NGA Webinar, "Medicaid 

Expansion: Planning a Fiscal Impact Analysis" 

SHADAC Senior Research Fellow Elizabeth Lukanen presented on a 

webinar titled, "Medicaid Expansion: Planning a Fiscal Impact 

Analysis," hosted by the National Governors Association (NGA) in 

partnership with the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation's State 

Network initiative on September 27, 2012. The webinar was targeted 

toward state officials and highlighted the Medicaid Expansion 

Analysis Tool created by a team of State Network technical 

assistance providers including SHADAC. The webinar walked through 

the cost and savings elements for Medicaid expansion financial 

analyses and through state-specific assumption considerations. 

 

Alliance for Health Reform Webcast with Lynn Blewett: 

"Making Sense of the Uninsured Numbers" 

SHADAC Director Lynn Blewett served on a panel of experts for the 

September 19th Alliance for Health Reform Webcast, "Making Sense 

of the Uninsured Numbers."  Dr. Blewett, with Peter Cunningham 

from the Center for Studying Health System Change and Rachel 

Garfield from the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured, 

explained demographic and geographic trends in insurance coverage 

as seen in the US Census Bureau's Current Population Survey (CPS) 

and American Community Survey (ACS).  Ed Howard from the 

Alliance for Health Reform moderated the event. 

 

SHARE Research Informs Recommendations on Income 

Projection for Medicaid, Exchange Eligibility 

SHARE grantee Dr. John Graves, Assistant Professor at Vanderbilt 

University School of Medicine, presented "Medicaid, Income, and the 

ACA" at the 2012 National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) 

http://www.shadac.org/
http://www.health.umn.edu/events/minister-chen-visit-2012/
http://www.health.umn.edu/events/minister-chen-visit-2012/
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/earlyrelease/insur201209.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/earlyrelease/insur201209.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/earlyrelease/insur201209.pdf
http://www.statenetwork.org/resource/medicaid-expansion-framing-and-planning-a-financial-impact-analysis/
http://www.statenetwork.org/resource/medicaid-expansion-framing-and-planning-a-financial-impact-analysis/
http://www.allhealth.org/pubs_videos.asp?vid=22
http://www.allhealth.org/pubs_videos.asp?vid=22
http://www.shadac.org/files/shadac/publications/graves_ncsl2012_slides.pdf
http://www.shadac.org/files/shadac/publications/graves_ncsl2012_slides.pdf
http://www.ncsl.org/legislative-staff/nalfo/fiscal-analysts-seminar-2012.aspx


Health Insurance Estimates 

Dental Care Utilization among 

New Jersey Adults 

California Report on Remaining 

Uninsured after ACA 

Implementation 

Reports on Colorado's Safety Net, 

Uninsured Estimates 

Colorado Health Institute: 

Webinars Series on Health Care 

Policy in Colorado 

Our highlighted 

Resources 

Data Center 

 

Defining "Family" for Studies of 

Health Insurance Coverage 

 

A Comparative Analysis of Health 

Policy Microsimulation Models 

 

Connect with SHADAC 

Follow us on Twitter 

Become a fan 

Read our blog 

Forward this email to a colleague 

Fiscal Analysts Seminar in Salt Lake City, Utah, on August 30, 2012.  

Dr. Graves participated on a panel titled, "Forecasting for the 

Future: Medicaid Budgets under the Affordable Care Act (ACA)," and 

he addressed several issues states face as they grapple with the 

complicated nature of using Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI) 

for both Medicaid and the Exchange, which have differing time 

horizons for income budget periods.  Dr. Graves points to findings 

from his SHARE-funded simulation work to provide recommendations 

for the income projection process. 

Conference updates 

Association for Public Policy Analysis & Management (APPAM) 2012 

Fall Research Conference, November 8-10, in Baltimore, MD: 

 SHARE grantee Lindsey Leininger, Assistant Professor at 

University of Illinois at Chicago, will present "The Predictive 

Capacity of a Self-Reported Health Screener for Adults in 

Medicaid."   This SHARE-funded work aims assess the 

predictive capability of a self-reported health needs 

assessment gathered from newly eligible childless adult 

enrollees in the Wisconsin Medicaid program. 

  

 SHARE grantee John Graves, Assistant Professor at 

Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, will present 

"Geographic Variation in Insurance Coverage Dynamics."  

This presentation will focus on Dr. Graves' SHARE funded 

work investigating whether cross-sectional variation in 

coverage is explained by differences in the incidence or the 

duration of uninsured spells. 

  

 Tom DeLeire, Director of the LaFollete School of Public 

Affairs at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, will present 

on findings from research building on his first SHARE-funded 

project.  His presentation, "The Effect of Public Insurance 

on the Labor Supply of Childless Adults," will address the 

effect of public health insurance coverage of childless 

adults on labor supply, both in terms of the probability of 

being employed and the level of earnings in the workforce. 

Staff Updates 

Lynn Blewett Elected to AcademyHealth Board 

HPM Professor and SHADAC Director Lynn Blewett was elected to the 

2012 AcademyHealth Board of Directors.  Dr. Blewett was one of 

four candidates for two member-elected board positions and will 

begin serving her four-year term in December 2012.  This is Dr. 

Blewett’s second stint as a Board member of AcademyHealth. 

 

Karen Soderberg Moves to Minnesota Department of 

Health 

SHADAC Senior Research Fellow Karen Soderberg will be leaving 

SHADAC this month to begin work as a researcher in the Office of 
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Health Information Technology at the Minnesota Department of 

Health.  She will be focusing on electronic health record 

implementation in Minnesota, for which she will survey providers on 

their implementation progress and help establish the state's 

framework for meaningful use of health information.  Karen was one 

of SHADAC's first employees and has played an instrumental role in 

the operation and success of SHADAC since 2004.  We will miss her 

and wish her all the best in her new position! 

 

Resources 

Census Bureau Report on Medical Services Utilization 

The US Census Bureau released, "Health Status, Heatlh Insurance, 

and Medical Services Utilization: 2010." Using data from the Survey 

of Income and Program Participation (SIPP), this report examines the 

relationship between medical services utilization, health status, 

health insurance coverage, and other demographic and economic 

characteristics from 2001 to 2010.  During this time, the average 

number of annual medical provider visits among non-elderly adult 

decreased from 4.8 in 2001 to 3.9 in 2010. Among those with at least 

one medical provider visit, the average number of visits also 

decreased, from 6.4 in 2001 to 5.4 in 2010. 

 

2010 Census-Based Weighting Extracts for the CPS 

The US Census Bureau released the new 2010 Census-based 

weighting extracts for the Current Population Survey (CPS).  The 

extracts are available for download at this link. 

 

There are 4 different files available.  The files with replicate 

weights are mar2011repwts2010popcont.sas7bdat and 

MAR2011RepWts2010PopCont.dat.  The files without replicate 

weights are mar2011wts2010popcont.sas7bdat and 

MAR2011Wts2010PopCont.dat.  The file layouts are: pp11b10rwt.txt 

and pp11b10.txt. 

 

Kaiser Resources on Racial and Ethnic Disparities 

The Kaiser Family Foundation released two new studies on racial and 

ethnic disparities in health and access to care at the state level.  

Broken out as separate reports on men and women, each analysis 

includes a report and state-level fact sheets with interactive data 

tables.  The report on disparities among men is available at 

http://www.kff.org/minorityhealth/minority_racial_disparities_men

.cfm.  The report on disparities among women is available at 

http://www.kff.org/minorityhealth/rehc061009pkg.cfm. 

 

EBRI Analysis of March 2012 CPS 

The Employee Benefit Research Institute (EBRI) released a new issue 

brief, "Sources of Health Insurance and Characteristics of the 

Uninsured: Analysis of the March 2012 Current Population Survey."  

The brief provides historical data through 2011 on the number and 

percentage of nonelderly individuals with and without health 

insurance, discussing historical trends in coverage as well as 

characteristics that typically indicate whether an individual is 
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insured. 

 

CDC Brief on Early Release NHIS Health Insurance 

Coverage Estimates  
Analysts from the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) at the 

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) released, "Health Insurance 

Coverage: Early Release Estimates from the National Health 

Interview Survey, January - March 2012." This technical  report, 

which is updated quarterly and is part of the NHIS Early Release (ER) 

Program, includes selected estimates of health insurance coverage 

for the civilian noninstitutionalized U.S. population for the first 

quarter of 2012, along with comparable estimates from the 1997-

2011 NHIS.  The report looks at coverage overall, coverage by type 

(public, private, employer-based, direct purchase), and coverage by 

demographic characteristics including poverty level, age, sex, and 

education. 

 

News from the States 

Dental Care Utilization among New Jersey Adults 

Rutgers Center for State Health Policy released a new brief in its 

"Facts & Findings" series.  The brief, "Utilization and Insurance 

Coverage of Dental Services among New Jersey Adults," looks at data 

from the 2009 New Jersey Family Health Survey (NJFHS) to explore 

patterns of utilization by demographic characteristics, health 

indicators, and dental coverage status. A report finds that the major 

barriers to dental care for adults are socioeconomic, with people 

who  lack dental coverage and those with low incomes being the 

least likely to have visited a dentist in the year preceding the 

survey. 

 

California Report on Remaining Uninsured after ACA 

Implementation 

The UCLA Center for Health Policy Research and the UC Berkeley 

Labor Center released, "After Millions of Californians Gain Health 

Coverage under the Affordable Care Act, who will Remain 

Uninsured?" Using the California Simulation of Insurance Markets 

(CalSIM) to estimate demographics, geographic distribution, and 

eligibility for coverage, the researchers predict that most of the 3 to 

4 million Californians who will remain uninsured after 

implementation of the Affordable Care Act will be U.S. citizens or 

legal immigrants. 

 

Reports on Colorado's Safety Net, Uninsured Estimates 

The Colorado Health Institute released several new publications:  

 "Colorado’s Health Care Safety Net: 2012 Primer," updates 

information and data on the providers who care for 

Colorado’s most vulnerable residents. The safety net 

database is downloadable for the first time, and an updated 

map is available.    

 "Counting Colorado’s Uninsured: The Latest Estimates - 
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2011 American Community Survey," reports on the number 

and percentage of Coloradans who lacked health insurance 

coverage in calendar year 2011 from the American 

Community Survey (ACS).    

 "Counting Colorado’s Uninsured: The Latest Estimates - 

2011 Current Population Survey," reports on the number 

and percentage of Coloradans who lacked health insurance 

coverage in calendar year 2011 from the Current Population 

Survey (CPS). 

Colorado Health Institute: Webinar Series on Health 

Care Policy in Colorado 

The Colorado Health Institute (CHI) announced the dates for the 

second half of its tenth anniversary webinar series.  The webinars 

will cover a range of topics such as quality improvement and cost 

control in Colorado's Medicaid program; the state's pending Medicaid 

expansion decision; and health care policy trends to expect in 2013. 

 

Visit SHADAC's blog for regular updates and commentary  

 Read our latest blog posts 

 Forward this email to a colleague 

 Follow @shadac and @LynnBlewett on Twitter 

 Invite your colleagues to stay up-to-date on SHADAC's 

resources by signing up for our e-mail list 

These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; webinars on data, 

evaluation, and reporting related to Affordable Care Act 

implementation; and other resources pertinent to state health 

policy. 

If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page at 
www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance coverage and to 
understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and disseminate evaluations of 
state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit SHARE's web site, 
www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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