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SHADAC Webinar on 2011 ACS and CPS State 

Health Insurance Estimates 

Join SHADAC for a webinar to discuss the 2011 state 

health insurance coverage estimates from the American 

Community Survey (ACS) and Current Population Survey 

(CPS).  The event will take place on September 25, 2012, 

at 1:00 p.m. Eastern Time. Click here to register for the 

webinar. 

 

SHADAC staff will present results from both the ACS and 

CPS, guide users in accessing the estimates, and discuss 

questionnaire changes that are being tested to improve the 

measurement of coverage in the CPS and to measure 

exchange participation as federal health reform is being 

implemented by the states. Experts from the U.S. Census 

Bureau will join the call to discuss these issues and 

respond to questions.  The health insurance estimates from 

the 2012 CPS, reflecting calendar year 2011, are scheduled 

to be released on September 12, 2012. The estimates from 

the 2011 ACS are scheduled to be released on September 

20. 

 

SHADAC State Profiles Updated 

The SHADAC State Health Access Profiles web page has 

been updated with the most recent available data.  The 

State Health Access Profile includes 16 measures that point 

to health access, are readily available in the 50 states and 

DC, and are likely to be provided consistently in the 

future.  State-level data are available on-screen and 
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downloadable in PDF and Excel formats. 

 

Census Bureau Releases 2010 Small Area 

Health Insurance Estimates (SAHIE) 

The U.S. Census Bureau released 2010 SAHIE estimates 

for all counties and states.  Estimates are available for 

each county by sex, age, and Federal Poverty Level (FPL), 

including a poverty category for income at or below 138 

percent FPL and state-level race/ethnicity estimates.  Read 

more about the new estimates at our blog post. 

 

2011 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance 

System (BRFSS) Data Released 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released 

the 2011 BRFSS public use data.  This release reflects a 

change in weighting methodology (raking) and the addition 

of cell phone-only respondents. The aggregate BRFSS 

combined landline and cell phone dataset includes data for 

50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. The 

data set naming convention and weighting variables have 

changed. More information about the changes to the 2011 

BRFSS is available at this link. 

 

SHARE Findings on Young Adult Coverage 

Published in Health Services Research 

Dr. Joel Cantor, Director of the Rutgers University Center 

for State Health Policy, released findings from his current 

SHARE-funded research in a new Health Services Research 

article, "Early Impact of the Affordable Care Act on Health 

Insurance Coverage of Young Adults."  The paper reports a 

'rapid and substantial' increase in the share of young 

adults with dependent coverage, as well as a reduction in 

their uninsured rate, in the early months of implementation 

of the ACA’s young adult provision.  Findings also point to 

greater policy impact in 2010 among young adults who 

were also eligible for coverage under state law.   Findings 
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from this research are also available in a July 2012 

National Bureau of Economic Research working paper, "The 

Role of Federal and State Dependent Coverage Eligibility 

Policies on the Health Insurance Status of Young Adults." 

Resources 

Integrated Public Use Microdata Series 

(IPUMS) Updated with New SHADAC 

Variables for the Current Population Survey 

(CPS) 

IPUMS now has CPS variables for SHADAC's Health 

Insurance Unit (HIU) and Federal Poverty Guidelines 

(FPG) concepts for the 2008, 2009 and 2010 survey 

years. The HIU is a new tool that allows analysts to run 

coverage estimates based on family units that reflect 

common dependent coverage practices and public 

program eligibility rules. For more information on the HIU 

see SHADAC's brief "Defining ‘Family’ for Studies of 

Health Insurance Coverage." The IPUMS data are 

available at this link and include the following new 

variables: HIUFPGBASE, HIUFPGINC, HIURULE, HIUID, 

and HIUNPERS. Refer to this example of how to calculate 

HIU family income as a percent of the federal poverty 

guidelines. 

 

Program Results Report: Sharon Long’s 

Evaluation of Coverage Expansions in Three 

States 

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation released a program 

results report for the SHARE-funded project led by Dr. 

Sharon Long, Senior Fellow and Economist at the Urban 

Institute’s Health Policy Center.  The report, “Studying 

Expansion of Coverage and Access to Care in Three 

States,” provides an overview of the context, process, 

findings, and lessons learned from Dr. Long's project, 
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which ran from 2008 to 2011.  The project evaluated the 

coverage and access impacts of state health reform 

initiatives in Massachusetts, New York, and Illinois. 

 

Safety Net Brief from National Academy for 

State Health Policy (NASHP) 

NASHP released "Potential Roles for Safety Net Providers 

in Supporting Continuity Across Medicaid and Health 

Insurance Exchanges." This report explores potential 

roles safety net providers could play in bridging gaps in 

coverage and care between Medicaid and exchanges.  

The authors report that safety net providers have 

different levels of expertise or preparedness for reform.  

Both safety net providers and states will need to work 

together on a wide range of implementation issues to 

achieve the ACA’s goals of seamless eligibility and 

enrollment and integrated health care delivery, and may 

need to adapt current policies and practices to do so.  

This brief is a companion to the August 2012 webinar, 

archived at this link. 

American Public Health Association (APHA) 

Short Course on Health and Demographic 

Data 

The Minnesota Population Center will host a short course 

at the APHA Annual Meeting in San Francisco, CA. "Free 

Online Health and Demographic Data from the Minnesota 

Population Center" will be held on Saturday, October 27, 

2012 at 9:00am. This free course will provide an 

overview of these individual-level and aggregate data 

resources, including how to locate relevant samples and 

variables, how to navigate websites and use 

documentation efficiently, how to make a data extract, 

and how to analyze data online. Register for this 

workshop through the APHA annual meeting registration 

page. 
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Conference Updates 

 Registration is open for the National Academy for 

State Health Policy's (NASHP) 25th Annual State 

Health Policy Conference, to be held October 15-

17, 2012 in Baltimore, MD. 

 AcademyHealth's annual Health Policy 

Orientation, to be held October 22-25, 2012 in 

Washington, D.C., is open for registration.  This 

event provides an in-depth understanding of the 

formal and informal processes shaping the 

nation’s health policy agenda. The program 

reviews the essentials of health policymaking and 

provides diverse stakeholder perspectives on 

timely issues. 

 American Public Health Association pre-

conference course, Monitoring the Public’s Health: 

Using Data from the National Center for Health 

Statistics, will be offered on Sunday, October 28, 

2012 in San Francisco, CA. 

 The Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS) 

Data Users’ Workshop will be held September 24-

25, 2012 in Rockville, MD. For registration and 

more information, visit the Workshops & Events 

page on the MEPS Website. 

 

News from the States 

Nevada Estimates of Medicaid Expansion 

Coverage 

The Nevada Department of Health and Human Services 

reported to the state's legislative Committee on Health 

Care their estimates of insurance coverage with and 

without opting for the Medicaid expansion.  The 

Department estimates that 21.3% of Nevadans, 581,485 
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people, now are uninsured. If the Affordable Care Act 

were fully implemented, that number would drop to 10%, 

or 313,246 people, in 2020.  The estimates are presented 

starting on the 30th page of these meeting materials. 

 

Texas Report on Medicaid 

The State Health Access Research Project released 

"Texas State Report: An Analysis of the Successes, 

Challenges, and Opportunities for Improving Healthcare 

Access with a Focus on the Texas Medicaid Program."  

This report uses data from local and federal sources to 

examine state capacities to meet the healthcare needs of 

people living with HIV and AIDS. 

 

Utah 2011 Health Insurance Coverage 

Estimates 

The Utah Office of Public Health Assessment released 

2011 estimates of Utahns who lack health insurance 

coverage.  Based on the Utah Behavioral Risk Factor 

Surveillance System (BRFSS), the state reports that 

13.45% of Utahns lack coverage, representing an 

estimated 377,700 people.  The uninsurance rate for 

children under 18 years is 7.9% (69,600 children).  

Estimates for age, poverty, and adult employment status 

are available at this link. 
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list 

These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; 

webinars on data, evaluation, and reporting related to 

Affordable Care Act implementation; and other resources 

pertinent to state health policy. 

If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page 

at www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance 

coverage and to understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and 

disseminate evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit 

SHARE's web site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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