
 

News: September 26, 

2012 

Headlines 

Rates of Uninsurance Decline 

SHADAC Webinar Archive: 2011 

ACS and CPS State Health 

Insurance Estimates 

RWJF DataHub Released 

SHADAC Brief on Multi-year 

American Community Survey 

(ACS) Estimates 

Findings Released from SHARE-

Funded Evaluation of the Future 

of State Coverage Programs 

Lynn Blewett Presents on 

Administrative Data, Health 

Reform 

Julie Sonier Presents on 

Framework for Tracking Reform 

Report on Exchange Technology 

Infrastructure 

Center on Budget and Policy 

Priorities (CBPP) Report on 

Insurance Coverage 

Urban Institute Briefs on Early 

Market Reforms and Rate 

Review 

American Public Health 

Association (APHA) Short 

Course on Health and 

Announcements 

Rates of Uninsurance Decline 

Health insurance coverage estimates released by the 

Census Bureau this month show a decline in uninsurance 

rates in the United States.  The Current Population 

Survey (CPS) showed a decrease from 16.3% uninsured 

in 2010 to 15.7% in 2011, reflecting 3.6 million more 

insured people. Notably, this is the first time in the last 

10 years that the rate of private insurance coverage has 

not decreased.  Uninsurance estimates from the American 

Community Survey (ACS) show a decrease from 15.5% in 

2010 to 15.2% in 2011.  Twenty states saw statistically 

significant decreases in their ACS uninsured estimates.  

View SHADAC's blog posts on the CPS and ACS releases. 

 

These surveys and estimates are compared in SHADAC's 

updated brief, "Comparing Federal Government Surveys 

that Count the Uninsured." The brief includes state-level 

estimates, trends, and differences across the surveys.  

SHADAC has also prepared set of coverage estimates 

from the 2011 ACS, available at this link. 

 

SHADAC Webinar Archive: 2011 ACS and 

CPS State Health Insurance Estimates 

The archive for SHADAC's webinar to discuss the 2011 

state health insurance coverage estimates from the 

American Community Survey (ACS) and Current 

Population Survey (CPS), held September 25, is available 

for viewing. Click here for the archive and webinar 

materials. 

http://www.shadac.org/blog/census-releases-2011-cps-estimates-insurance-coverage
http://www.shadac.org/blog/2011-acs-shows-uninsured-rate-falling-in-20-states
http://www.shadac.org/publications/comparing-federal-government-surveys-count-uninsured
http://www.shadac.org/publications/comparing-federal-government-surveys-count-uninsured
http://www.shadac.org/publications/acs-comparison-tables
http://www.shadac.org/publications/shadac-webinar-2011-acs-cps-state-health-insurance-estimates
http://www.shadac.org/publications/shadac-webinar-2011-acs-cps-state-health-insurance-estimates
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SHADAC staff presented results from both the ACS and 

CPS, guided users in accessing the estimates, and 

discussed questionnaire changes that are being tested to 

improve the measurement of coverage in the CPS and to 

measure exchange participation as federal health reform 

is being implemented by the states. Experts from the 

U.S. Census Bureau joined the call to discuss these issues 

and respond to questions.  

 

RWJF DataHub Released 

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) released 

the RWJF DataHub, a new site that tracks state-level data 

and allows users to customize and visualize facts and 

figures on key health and health care topics.  It 

establishes a system of priority measures for monitoring 

state-level progress toward improving the nation’s health 

and health care.  SHADAC provided the data and analysis 

for the RWJF DataHub. 

 

SHADAC Brief on Multi-year American 

Community Survey (ACS) Estimates 

SHADAC released "Understanding 1-, 3-, and 5-year ACS 

Estimates: Summary Tabulations and Public Use Files."  

This brief explains the differences between the single and 

multi-year ACS data products, provides guidance on when 

to use each, and provides technical details about the 

multi-year files. 

 

Findings Released from SHARE-Funded 

Evaluation of the Future of State Coverage 

Programs 

A research team led by SHARE grantee Theresa Sachs, 

Managing Principal at Health Management Associates, 

released findings from a study looking at the future of 

state-funded and Medicaid expansion coverage programs 

http://www.rwjf.org/en/research-publications/research-features/rwjf-datahub.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/research-publications/research-features/rwjf-datahub.html
http://www.rwjf.org/en/research-publications/research-features/rwjf-datahub.html
http://www.shadac.org/publications/keeping-kids-covered-number-children-health-coverage-increases-during-economic-downturn
http://www.shadac.org/publications/keeping-kids-covered-number-children-health-coverage-increases-during-economic-downturn
http://www.shadac.org/publications/keeping-kids-covered-number-children-health-coverage-increases-during-economic-downturn
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http://www.shadac.org/blog/2011-acs-shows-uninsured-rate-falling-in-20-states
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http://www.shadac.org/publications/understanding-1-3-and-5-year-acs-estimates-summary-tabulations-and-public-use-files
http://www.shadac.org/publications/understanding-1-3-and-5-year-acs-estimates-summary-tabulations-and-public-use-files


under the Affordable Care Act.  Under the federal reform 

law, the majority of the individuals currently enrolled in 

these programs will be eligible for other coverage.  In an 

in-depth report and accompanying issue brief, Sachs and 

her co-authors review the legal, technical, and policy 

issues that states face as they review options for 

transitioning program enrollees to new coverage options 

under the ACA.  The authors also present possibilities for 

new uses of state dollars freed up by the infusion of 

federal funds in 2014. 

 

Lynn Blewett Presents on Administrative 

Data, Health Reform 

SHADAC Director Lynn Blewett presented, "Assessing 

State Administrative Data to Monitor Health Care Reform" 

at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Data Council Meeting on September 9, 2012. Dr. Blewett 

briefed the Council on highlights of a preliminary report 

from an ASPE-funded study entitled Assessing the 

Potential of State Administrative Data to Monitor Health 

Care Reform.  This project leverages the experience of 

leading states on Exchange implementation to develop a 

framework for thinking about State-level data required 

for evaluation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) with a 

specific focus on new administrative data from the 

Exchange. 

 

Lynn also presented "Health Insurance Exchange" at the 

Public Informational Forum on Options for Structure of 

our Health Care System, held September 22, 2012 at 

Minnesota State University, Mankato.  This forum 

provided non-partisan, non-political information regarding 

health care models being discussed and considered as 

reform options.  Read the news report of this event here. 

 

 

http://www.shadac.org/files/shadac/publications/StateProgramsReform_REPORT.pdf
http://www.shadac.org/files/shadac/publications/StateProgramsUnderReform_Brief.pdf
http://www.shadac.org/publications/assessing-state-administrative-data-monitor-health-care-reform
http://www.shadac.org/publications/assessing-state-administrative-data-monitor-health-care-reform
http://www.shadac.org/publications/health-insurance-exchange


Julie Sonier Presents on Framework for 

Tracking Reform 

SHADAC Deputy Director Julie Sonier presented 

"Framework for Tracking the Impacts of the ACA in 

California" at the Dialogue4Health Web Forum, "Are We 

There Yet - How Will We Know If Health Care Reform Is 

Working? Using OSHPD Data to Track the Impact of the 

Affordable Care Act on Access to Primary Care," held 

September 19, 2012.  Dialogue4Health is a project of the 

Public Health Institute that works toward improving 

America's health through collaboration across sectors. 

Resources 

Report on Exchange Technology 

Infrastructure 

The University of Massachusetts Medical School (UMMS) 

and the National Academy of Social Insurance (NASI) 

released "Establishing the Technology Infrastructure for 

Health Insurance Exchanges Under the Affordable Care 

Act: Initial Observations from the 'Early Innovator' and 

Advanced Implementation States."  This paper examines 

the work and lessons learned from 'Early Innovator' and 

other advanced states as they gear up for the changes 

brought on by health care reform.  The authors provide a 

thorough review of issues that policymakers should 

consider as they build and enhance their own state-based 

technology infrastructures. 

 

Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 

(CBPP) Report on Insurance Coverage 

A new report from the CBPP looks at insurance coverage 

estimates from the 2011 National Health Interview 

Survey (NHIS) as an indicator of what we might see in 

the US Census Bureau’s soon-to-be-released 2011 

Current Population Survey (CPS) coverage estimates. The 

report highlights the fact that the largest increase in 

http://www.shadac.org/publications/framework-tracking-impacts-aca-in-california
http://www.shadac.org/publications/framework-tracking-impacts-aca-in-california
http://www.dialogue4health.org/webforums/9_19_12.html
http://www.dialogue4health.org/webforums/9_19_12.html
http://www.dialogue4health.org/webforums/9_19_12.html
http://www.dialogue4health.org/webforums/9_19_12.html
http://www.phi.org/about/index.html
http://www.nasi.org/sites/default/files/research/Establishing_the_Technology_Infrastructure_for_Health_Insurance_Exchanges.pdf
http://www.nasi.org/sites/default/files/research/Establishing_the_Technology_Infrastructure_for_Health_Insurance_Exchanges.pdf
http://www.nasi.org/sites/default/files/research/Establishing_the_Technology_Infrastructure_for_Health_Insurance_Exchanges.pdf
http://www.nasi.org/sites/default/files/research/Establishing_the_Technology_Infrastructure_for_Health_Insurance_Exchanges.pdf
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=3830


coverage occurred among young adults aged 19 through 

25, who saw a 5.2 percentage point year-over-year 

increase in private coverage based on NHIS estimates. To 

explain this jump, Broaddus points to the provision of the 

Affordable Care Act (ACA) that extends eligibility for 

young adult dependent coverage until age 26. 

 

Urban Institute Briefs on Early Market 

Reforms and Rate Review 

The Urban Institute released two new briefs based on 10 

states anticipating in the Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation’s monitoring and tracking project. "Monitoring 

State Implementation of the Affordable Care Act in 10 

States: Early Market Reforms," describes the 

implementation of the early market reforms. Each state 

took some action to require or encourage insurers to 

comply with these reforms. Although some challenges 

were noted, informants in all ten states reported that 

insurers are generally complying with the early market 

reforms; regulators are hearing few consumer concerns, 

and premiums have not risen substantially because of 

these reforms. 

 

"Monitoring State Implementation of the Affordable Care 

Act in 10 States: Rate Review," describes the status of 

rate review programs.  The authors summarize how the 

10 case study states have enhanced their rate review 

authority and processes, increased transparency, and 

expanded consumer outreach in response to the ACA. 

Although there has been significant variation, all 10 

states took some action to improve their rate review 

process and ensure that insurers’ proposed rates are 

justified. 

 

 

http://www.statereforum.org/sites/default/files/early_market_reforms_-_final.pdf
http://www.statereforum.org/sites/default/files/early_market_reforms_-_final.pdf
http://www.statereforum.org/sites/default/files/early_market_reforms_-_final.pdf
http://www.statereforum.org/sites/default/files/rate_review_-_final_-_for_posting.pdf
http://www.statereforum.org/sites/default/files/rate_review_-_final_-_for_posting.pdf


American Public Health Association (APHA) 

Short Course on Health and Demographic 

Data 

The Minnesota Population Center will host a short course 

at the APHA Annual Meeting in San Francisco, CA. "Free 

Online Health and Demographic Data from the Minnesota 

Population Center" will be held on Saturday, October 27, 

2012 at 9:00am. This free course will provide an 

overview of these individual-level and aggregate data 

resources, including how to locate relevant samples and 

variables, how to navigate websites and use 

documentation efficiently, how to make a data extract, 

and how to analyze data online. Register for this 

workshop through the APHA annual meeting registration 

page. 

 

Conference Updates 

 Registration is open for the National Academy for 

State Health Policy's (NASHP) 25th Annual State 

Health Policy Conference, to be held October 15-

17, 2012 in Baltimore, MD. 

 AcademyHealth's annual Health Policy 

Orientation, to be held October 22-25, 2012 in 

Washington, D.C., is open for registration.  This 

event provides an in-depth understanding of the 

formal and informal processes shaping the 

nation’s health policy agenda. The program 

reviews the essentials of health policymaking and 

provides diverse stakeholder perspectives on 

timely issues. 

 American Public Health Association pre-

conference course, Monitoring the Public’s Health: 

Using Data from the National Center for Health 

Statistics, will be offered on Sunday, October 28, 

2012 in San Francisco, CA. 

https://apha.confex.com/apha/140am/webprogram/Session35653.html
https://apha.confex.com/apha/140am/webprogram/Session35653.html
https://apha.confex.com/apha/140am/webprogram/Session35653.html
https://show.jspargo.com/apha12/registration/default.aspx
https://show.jspargo.com/apha12/registration/default.aspx
http://www.regonline.com/Register/Checkin.aspx?EventID=1109795
http://www.regonline.com/Register/Checkin.aspx?EventID=1109795
http://www.academyhealth.org/orientation
http://www.academyhealth.org/orientation
http://www.apha.org/programs/education/edannualmtg/LISchedule
http://www.apha.org/programs/education/edannualmtg/LISchedule
http://www.apha.org/programs/education/edannualmtg/LISchedule


 

News from the States 

California Low Income Health Program Brief 

The UCLA Center for Health Policy Research released 

"Successful Strategies for Increasing Enrollment in 

California's Low Income Health Program (LIHP)."  This 

policy note analyzes what California counties are doing to 

get the word out about their county-based program that 

offers health care coverage to low-income adults.  The 

researchers found that LIHPs have partnered with health 

service providers, county-based organizations, and 

advocacy groups to reach potential LIHP enrollees. More 

than 413,000 Californians have enrolled in LIHPs so far. 

 

Iowa Hospital Association (IHA) Brief on 

Medicaid Expansion 

The IHA published a brief, "Support Medicaid Expansion."  

In August of this year the IHA Board unanimously agreed 

that expanding Medicaid in Iowa is the appropriate public 

health policy for Iowa. IHA asserts that Medicaid 

expansion would positively impact Iowa's population 

health, Iowa’s health care infrastructure, and Iowa’s 

national competitiveness both economically and regarding 

overall quality of life. 

 

Kansas Health Insurance Coverage Fact 

Sheet 

The Kansas Health Institute released "Fact Sheet: Health 

Insurance Coverage in Kansas," providing a summary of 

the most recent data from the Current Population Survey 

on the health insurance status of Kansans for 2010-

2011.  The findings show that in 2010-2011, 13.1% of 

Kansans were uninsured, not significantly different from 

the 12.8% who were uninsured in 2009-2010 but 

significantly lower than the national rate of 16.0%.  

During the last decade, the rate of uninsured Kansans 

http://www.healthpolicy.ucla.edu/pubs/Publication.aspx?pubID=572
http://www.healthpolicy.ucla.edu/pubs/Publication.aspx?pubID=572
http://www.statereforum.org/sites/default/files/iamedicaidexpansion.pdf
http://www.khi.org/news/2012/sep/20/fact-sheet-health-insurance-coverage-kansas/
http://www.khi.org/news/2012/sep/20/fact-sheet-health-insurance-coverage-kansas/


increased from 9.7% in 2000-2001 to 13.1% in 2010-

2011. 

 

Visit SHADAC's blog for regular 

updates and commentary  

 Read our latest blog posts 

 Forward this email to a colleague 

 Follow @shadac and @LynnBlewett on Twitter 

 Invite your colleagues to stay up-to-date on 

SHADAC's resources by signing up for our e-mail 

list 

These updates include our bi-weekly newsletter; webinars 

on data, evaluation, and reporting related to Affordable 

Care Act implementation; and other resources pertinent 

to state health policy. 

If you were forwarded this message and would like to subscribe to our email list, please visit our signup page 

at www.shadac.org/content/stay-updated. 

SHADAC is funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help states monitor rates of health insurance 

coverage and to understand factors associated with uninsurance. Visit us online at www.shadac.org 

SHARE is a National Program funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund, synthesize and 

disseminate evaluations of state health reform.  SHARE operates out of SHADAC.  For more information, visit 

SHARE's web site, www.statereformevaluation.org. 
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