
Funded by a grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

2013 HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE ESTIMATES 
SHADAC Webinar featuring U.S. Census Bureau experts 
 

September 24, 2014, 1:00 PM EDT 
 

You will be connected to broadcast audio through your computer. You 
can also connect via telephone: (800) 897-4057 
 

Slides and handouts at: www.shadac.org/DataReleaseWebinar 
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Technical Items 

• For those dialing in: All phones are muted 

• Submit questions using the chat window at any 

time during the webinar 

• Troubleshooting: 

• Call Readytalk’s help line: (800) 843-9166 

• Ask for help using the chat feature 

• Download the slides at 

www.shadac.org/DataReleaseWebinar 

• Webinar archive will be posted on SHADAC’s 

website 

• E-mail notice will be sent to participants 
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http://www.shadac.org/DataReleaseWebinar
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Presenters 

3 

Kathleen Call 
SHADAC, Investigator and  

Professor, University of 

Minnesota School of Public 

Health 

Joanna Turner 
SHADAC  

Senior Research Fellow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brett O’Hara 
U.S. Census Bureau 

Chief of the Health and 

Disability Statistics Branch 

Jennifer Cheeseman Day 
U.S. Census Bureau 

Assistant Division Chief of the 

Social, Economic, and Housing 

Statistics Division 
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CPS and ACS 

• Current Population Survey (CPS) 

• 2013 estimates released September 16, 2014  

 

• American Community Survey (ACS) 

• 2013 estimates released September 18, 2014  
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Design Differences 

CPS ACS 

Method Survey of civilian non-

institutionalized 

population 

Survey of U.S. population 

(including group quarters) 

Annual housing units 

interviewed 

About 76,000  About 2.3 million 

Geography Nation, states Nation, states, sub-state 

Mode Phone and in-person Mail, phone, in-person, 

and internet 

Uninsurance: 

Measure  

Uninsured all year 

Point-in-time 

Point-in-time 

Uninsurance: 

Years available 

1987 to 2013 2008 to 2013 
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Design Differences 

CPS ACS 

Method Survey of civilian non-

institutionalized 

population 

Survey of U.S. population 

(including group quarters) 

Annual housing units 

interviewed 

About 76,000  About 2.3 million 

Geography Nation, states Nation, states, sub-state 

Mode Phone and in-person Mail, phone, in-person, 

and internet 

Uninsurance: 

Measure  

Uninsured all year 

Point-in-time 

Point-in-time 

Uninsurance: 

Years available 

1987 to 2013 2008 to 2013 
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New 
Re-designed 
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Guidance on When to Use Each Source 

CPS ACS 

Trends   

1987 to 2012 

2013 forward 

 

2008 forward 

Exchange 

participation 

 

2013 baseline 

State estimates    

Sub-state estimates  

1-yr for pop > 65,000 

3-yr for pop > 20,000 

5-yr for pop < 20,000 

Small subpopulations  
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OVERVIEW 

Re-designed CPS 
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Research 

• Experts identified weaknesses in the CPS 

• Recall error (uninsured estimate too high), 

Medicaid estimate too low, respondent fatigue, 

etc. 

• Several years of pilot-testing 

• Qualitative interviews 

• Randomized survey experiments 

• Content test with new questions embedded in 

full CPS on a test sample using regular 

interviewing procedures 
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Re-designed 2014 CPS 

• Improved measure of all year coverage (2013) 

• Added point-in-time measure (February – April 

2014) 

• New questions to measure exchange 

participation and receipt of subsidies 

• New questions on employer offered health 

insurance coverage 

• New and modified income questions 
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Previous Measurement Issues 

1. Calendar year reference period 

• “At anytime in 2013 was anyone covered by ...” 

 

2. Questionnaire structure                                 

= “laundry list” 

 

 

3. Household-level design 
 

Source: Joanne Pascale (AAPOR, 2012) 
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Job or Union  

Direct Purchase 

Medicare 

Medicaid 

Military 
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Flow of Re-designed Questionnaire 
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Current coverage status 

Plan type (includes exchange questions) 

Months of coverage 

Additional household members covered by plan 

Employer-sponsored insurance offers/take-up (if applicable) 

Health status 

Medical out-of-pocket expenses (MOOP) 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, August 2014, Federal Statistics on Health Insurance 

Coverage: Technical Meeting on Methods Used in Household Surveys 
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Flow of Re-designed Questionnaire (2) 
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Covered Now  

(March 2014)? 

Anchor 

Before 

January 1, 

2013? 

Yes 

No 

Any coverage in 

the past? 

 Before Continuous 

until now? 

After 

What month 

did it start? 

What 

type? 
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Flow of Re-designed Questionnaire (3) 
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Anyone else in 

household 

covered by same 

plan? 

Who is 

covered? 

Yes 

No 

Plan cover 

anyone outside 

household? 

Months 

covered 
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IMPLEMENTATION 

Re-designed CPS 
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Implementation Process 
• Split Sample for Income: 

• New questions used for part of the of the 2014 

sample 

• Split-panel design preserves time series and 

provides a bridge between old and new series 

• Full sample for Health Insurance: 

• Needed to establish a 2013 baseline before major 

provisions of ACA take effect 

• Only full sample provides reliable estimates of 

small groups 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, August 2014, Federal Statistics on Health Insurance 

Coverage: Technical Meeting on Methods Used in Household Surveys 
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Implementation and Sample 
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              Income Items        Health Insurance Items 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, August 2014, Federal Statistics on Health Insurance 

Coverage: Technical Meeting on Methods Used in Household Surveys 

 

 

 

Standard income 

questions (5/8th) 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-designed health 

insurance questions 

 

Re-designed income 

questions (3/8th) 

68,000 

addresses 

30,000 

addresses 

98,000 

addresses 
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Data Release: September 2014 
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                 Income Items         Health Insurance Items 

                                                                        

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard income 

questions (5/8th) 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-designed health 

insurance questions 

 

Re-designed income 

questions (3/8th) 

68,000 

addresses 

Census Bureau 

currently analyzing 
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Data Release: January 2015 
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       Income Items        Health Insurance Items 

                                                                        

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard income 

questions (5/8th) 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-designed health 

insurance questions 

 

Re-designed income 

questions (3/8th) 

98,000 

addresses 
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Data Release: Summer 2015 
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• New health insurance coverage content and 

questions                                                                  
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2013 ESTIMATES AND       

FIRST LOOK FEB-APR 2014 

CPS 
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CPS Uninsured Rates 
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2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

2013 All-year 

uninsured: 

13.4% 

2014 current 

uninsured Feb-Apr: 

13.8% 
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2013 ESTIMATES AND 

TRENDS 

ACS 
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Population 

Without 

Health 

Insurance 

Coverage by 

State: 2013 

% without Health Insurance 

Source:  U.S. Census 

Bureau, American 

Community Survey, 2013 
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Comparisons over time:                  

Coverage Type (All Ages) 

0
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80

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Private

Public

Uninsured

Decrease of 0.2 

Increase of 0.5 

No Change 
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Change from 2012 to 2013 is statistically significant at the 90 percent 

confidence interval. 
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ACS Public Use Data Release: 

2013 Estimates 
 

• Public Use Microdata Samples (PUMS) 

available October 23 

• 1% public use microdata sample (1% of 

population) 

• The smallest identifiable geographic unit is the 

PUMA, containing at least 100,000 persons 

• PUMAs are generally groups of counties or parts of 

counties, but there are exceptions 

• PUMAs do not cross state boundaries 
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Upcoming ACS Data Releases:  

3 & 5 Year 
 

• 2011-2013  3-year estimates for areas with 

population >20,000 

• American FactFinder release: October 23 

• PUMS: December 4 

• 2009-2013  5-year estimates for all 

geographic areas 

• American FactFinder release: December 4 

• PUMS: January 22 
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RESOURCES 

Census Bureau 
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Census Bureau Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Updated health insurance page 
• http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/hlthins/index.html 
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http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/hlthins/index.html
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Census Bureau Resources (2) 

• American FactFinder summary tables 
• http://factfinder2.census.gov 

 

• Table S2701 modified to include rows by 

health insurance coverage type 
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http://factfinder2.census.gov/
http://factfinder2.census.gov/
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CPS Point-in-time estimates Feb-Apr 2014 

• Comparison with National Health Interview 

Survey (NHIS) 
• http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/health_insurance/N

CHS_CPS_Comparison092014.pdf 
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CPS Point-in-time estimates Feb-Apr 2014 

• Research File 
• http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/hlthins/data/incpovhl

th/2013/current-coverage.html 
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RESOURCES 

SHADAC 
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SHADAC Data Center Releases  

Updating with: 

• 2013 CPS  

• 2013 ACS 

 

Additional Topics 

More Data Sources 

Expanded Visualizations 
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http://datacenter.shadac.org/ 

http://datacenter.shadac.org/
http://datacenter.shadac.org/
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SHADAC Resources 

• www.shadac.org/DataReleaseWebinar 
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http://www.shadac.org/DataReleaseWebinar
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SHADAC Resources (2) 
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SHADAC Resources (3) 
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SHADAC Resources (4) 

• ACS tables from American FactFinder 

showing change in health insurance 

coverage for states and counties 

• http://shadac.org/publications/2013-acs-

comparison-tables 
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http://shadac.org/publications/2013-acs-comparison-tables
http://shadac.org/publications/2013-acs-comparison-tables
http://shadac.org/publications/2013-acs-comparison-tables
http://shadac.org/publications/2013-acs-comparison-tables
http://shadac.org/publications/2013-acs-comparison-tables
http://shadac.org/publications/2013-acs-comparison-tables
http://shadac.org/publications/2013-acs-comparison-tables
http://shadac.org/publications/2013-acs-comparison-tables
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CPS SHADAC-Enhanced 

• Not producing in September, 2014 

 

• Evaluating in early 2015 when full sample 

file is available 
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MN Population Center Releases (IPUMS) 

• CPS data now available  

• ACS data files will be released about 1-2 

weeks after available from the Census 

Bureau 

• SHADAC Health Insurance Unit (HIU) and 

Federal Poverty Guidelines (FPG) variables 

for CPS and ACS will be available soon 
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http://www.ipums.org  

 

http://www.ipums.org/
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www.shadac.org 

@shadac 

Direct inquires to 

Joanna Turner, turn0053@umn.edu  

or shadac@umn.edu 

 

Contact Information 

mailto:turn0053@umn.edu
mailto:shadac@umn.edu

